
Philadelphia Eagles (8-4) 28, Green Bay Packers (6-5-1) 14 
Sunday December 14th 1947 (at Philadelphia) 

 

 
GAME RECAP (GREEN BAY PRESS-GAZETTE) 

 

(PHILADELPHIA) - The Philadelphia Eagles 
blacked out two jinxes Sunday as they 
whipped the Green Bay Packers, 28-14, and 
gained a tie for the Eastern division 
championship of the NFL before 26,716 at 
Shibe Park. The Eagles beat Green Bay for the 
first time in 10 league attempts and finally 
evaded that crucial game lump that has forced 
them to take second honors in the NFL's 
Eastern division for the past three years. Of 
course, the Birds still must beat the Pittsburgh 
Steelers at Pittsburgh next Sunday to qualify 
for the loop's championship playoff against 
the Chicago Cardinals on Dec. 28 in Chicago, 
but the squad feels it can make the grade. The 
Packers, with no championship at stake, 
nevertheless played a rough and all out 
football game and were a constant threat to 
Eagle title aspirations to the last minute. So 
vicious was the play that the Packers lost the 
services of Irv Comp, who suffered a severely 
bruised hip early in the contest. Larry Craig 
was expelled from the game for 
unsportsmanlike conduct and Ted Fritsch was 
forced to the sidelines with a minor hurt at one 
juncture. The thorn in the Packer side - and 
he's been one for all NFL opponents - was 
Steve Van Buren, who scored three 
touchdowns and established a new league 
ground gaining record of 1,008 yards in 217 
carries. The old mark of 1,004 yards was set 
in 1934 by Beattie Feathers of the Chicago 
Bears. Van Buren barreled across from the 
one yard line in the first period; smashed two 
yards into paydirt in the second quarter and 
ripped 38 yards through the entire Packer 
team in the third session. He gained 96 yards for the day on 23 running attempts and his total number of carries for the year 
of 217 wiped out the mark of 216 set by Cliff Battle of the Washington Redskins in 1937. 



66 YARD PASS PLAY 
The Eagles' final touchdown came on a 66-
yard pass play from quarterback Tommy 
Thompson to end Pete Pihos. Cliff Patton 
converted four extra points from placement. 
The Packers registered both of their six 
pointers on passes from Indian Jack Jacobs. 
Jacobs pitched 17 yards to Nolan Luhn in 
the first period to tie the score at seven, and 
hurled a strike to Clyde Goodnight from the 
11 in the third period. Fritsch converted the 
first point after touchdown with Roy 
McKay booting the second to extend the 
Packers' conversion record to 33 without a 
miss for the 1947 season. The Eagles 
realized that was "the" game for them and 
capitalized on every opportunity to top the 
six and a half point favored Green Bay 
team. This was evident in the first minutes 
of the game when Patton burst through from 
left guard and blocked a Jacobs punt - the 
first boot blocked on the Indian this season. 
Vic Sears recovered the ball for the Eagles 
on the Green Bay three. Van Buren 
smashed twice and the Birds led 6 to 0. 
Patton quickly converted and it was 7 to 0. 
The Packers struck back in the second 
quarter to tie the score. After Jim Gillette 
returned an Eagle punt 15 yards to his 45 
and picked up five yards off tackle, Jacobs 
passed to Gillett for a first down on the 
Eagle 14. Bob Forte gained 2; Jacobs 
passed incomplete and Forte was held for 
no gain forcing Fritsch to try a 31 yard field 
goal that bounced out on the Eagle 2. Muha 
punted back to Herman Rohrig, who 
returned 21 yards to the Eagle 19. Canadeo gained two and Jacobs stepped back and pitched to Luhn in the end zone. Fritsch 
converted and the score was tied 7-7. Back came the Eagles with a 76 yard drive to regain the lead. After Pat McHugh 
accepted a fair catch on the Eagle 24, the Birds set sail for paydirt. Pritchard raced wide for 19 yards and a first down on 
the 43. A 15 yard penalty for roughing advanced the ball to the Packer 43. Thompson passed to Pihos for 20 yards and 
another first down on the 23 and another roughness penalty against Green Bay moved the pigskin to the Packer 8. Van 
Buren picked up four yards in two smashes and, after Thompson passed to Ferrante for three, Van Buren bolted into the end 
zone. Patton converted and the Eagles were ahead 14 to 7. That's the way the half ended. Midway through the third period, 
Jacobs punted out on the Eagle 8. Van Buren picked up three and Muha 10 for a first down on the 21. McHugh then galloped 
43 yards to the Packer 38 and on the next play through clutching Packers' hands for a touchdown. Patton again converted 
and the Eagles led 21 to 7. The Packers were far from through. After Muha kicked off over the end zone and the Packers 
put the ball in play from the 20, Jacobs engineered a passing attack that brought a touchdown five plays later and 80 yards 
away. Bruce Smith started the attack in motion as he raced 30 yards to midfield. Jacobs passed to Forte for a first down on 
the Eagle 30 and then to Luhn for another first down on the 11. The big Indian then pitched to Goodnight, who, after doing 
a juggling act with the ball clasped to his chest, for 6 points. McKay converted and the Eagles' lead was only 21 to 14. But 
the Eagles, playing with his knowledge that they had just had to win, stormed back for a fourth touchdown and clinched the 
game for a few moments later. Van Buren picked up four yards and Muha three before Thompson stepped back and teamed 
with Pihos on a 66 yard touchdown pass play. Patton converted and the Eagles were in 28 to 14. Earlier the Eagles had two 
touchdowns called back, one a brilliant 101 yard return of a kickoff by the Louisiana flash, Van Buren. The Eagles were 
detected clipping on this one. Late in the fourth quarter Ernie Steele galloped 34 yards for a touchdown but the Eagles were 
holding on the play. 



GREEN BAY    -  0  7  7  0 - 14 
PHILADELPHIA -  7  7 14  0 - 28 

SCORING 
1ST - PHIL - Steve Van Buren, 1-yard run (Cliff Patton kick) PHILADELPHIA 7-0 
2ND - GB - Nolan Luhn, 17-yard pass from Jack Jacobs (Ted Fritsch kick) TIED 7-7 
2ND - PHIL - Van Buren, 2-yard run (Patton kick) PHILADELPHIA 14-7 
3RD - PHIL - Van Buren, 38-yard run (Patton kick) PHILADELPHIA 21-7 
3RD - GB - Clyde Goodnight, 11-yard pass from Jacobs (Roy McKay kick) PHILADELPHIA 21-14 
3RD - PHIL - Pete Pihos, 66-yd pass from Tommy Thompson (Patton kick) PHILADELPHIA 28-14 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 


