
 
Los Angeles Rams (4-8) 49, Green Bay Packers (4-8) 21 
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GAME RECAP (GREEN BAY PRESS-GAZETTE) 

 

(LOS ANGELES) - The Packers were pitifully 
defenseless against the Los Angeles Rams in the 
Coliseum before 45,209 tennis-necked fans Sunday 
afternoon. And the Rams weren’t much better in this 
weird 1956 NFL finale that dropped the Green Bays 
into a Western Division cellar tie with the Rams – each 
with 4-8 records. Ye olde score was Rams 48, Packers 
21 in a no-tackle special that produced such fantastic 
two team offensive totals as 70 points, 10 touchdowns, 
1,010 gross yards, 52 first downs, 33 completions in 55 
pass attempts, 535 yards rushing and 485 yards passing. 
As the pointage would indicate, the Packers were the 
worst of the two groups of tacklers and this blacker sin 
led to the manufacture of a new league rushing record 
for young Tom Wilson, the Rams’ no-college rookie 
back 
GAINS 223 YARDS 
Wilson, galloping through sometimes as many as four 
and five Packers at a clip, rolled up 223 yards in 23 
attempts to break the record of 218 in 26 tries by Gene 
(Choo Choo) Roberts of the New York Giants against 
the Chicago Cardinals in 1950. Actually, this could 
have been worse for Green Bay, but the Rams 
apparently ran out of gas – smack in the middle of the 
white striped freeway, and concentrated on pushing 
Wilson into a record in the fourth quarter. The Rams led 
14-7 at the end of the first quarter, 35 to 7 at the rest 
period during which former Ram star Tom Fears was 
given a station wagon, and 49 to 14 going into the last 
quarter when the Bays actually outscored the local 
heroes 7 to 0. 
INJUSTICE TO DEFENSE 
To holler about the Rams being hot on offense would 
be an injustice to the Packers’ defense, which just 
wasn’t operating at all. The Rams had the ball 11 times. They scored on seven occasions, lost the ball twice on fumbles, lost 
it on downs once on the Packer 14, and lost it at midfield when somebody shot a gun ending the game. And, worse still, the 
Rams never had to punt all afternoon – a feat that might have made Dick Deschaine the league’s punting champion. Ram 
Norm Van Brocklin had a slight lead on Dick and Deschaine averaged 46 yards; Van zero. Van Brocklin, almost lost in the 
quarterback shuffle out here until the fans took over and decided to run the Rams, engineered nine-tenths of the Rams’ yards 



and pitched three touchdowns. He received a standing ovation when he was removed with the ball on the 50 early in the last 
quarter. Third string QB Rudy Bukich (Bill Wade never played) took over and, horrors, couldn’t score 
TIE IT UP QUICKLY 
The Packers moved the ball pretty good – when they got their hands on it. They actually led 7-0 on Tobin Rote’s one-yard 
sneak climaxing a 77-yard drive. The Rams tied it up quickly with a 70-yard drive but the Packers set sail again and almost 
took a 14-7 edge. Rote, with the help of a 12 yard completion by Bart Starr who went in while Tobin recovered from a mean 
swat, moved the Bays down to the Ram 11. Suddenly, the Rams had a 14-7 lead, Will Sherman intercepting a Rote pass on 
the five and returning 95 yards for a touchdown. Presto, the Rams scored again for a 21-7 edge and the Packers moved down 
in there again. This time Don Burroughs intercepted a tipped-up Rote pass on the Ram 3 and the Rams wheeled 97 yards 
for a 28-7 edge. 

BORDEN TOSSED OUT 
Thee jig was about up, although the Packers moved 69 
yards for a touchdown (Rote to Fred Cone for 13) at the 
start of the second half. The Packers paid for that bit of 
offense by giving up two quick seveners. The Packers 
went 58 yards for their last touchdown, with Starr moving 
‘em the last 35 and Cone scoring on a five-yard run. 
Many interesting little things happened. Packer defensive 
end Nate Borden, a peaceful gent, was thrown out for 
delivering the second blow on the Rams’ fourth extra 
point kick. Duane Putnam was observed planting the first. 
Starr completed the first six passes he threw and missed 
fire on his seventh try. The sharp rookie QB hit Billy 
Howton for 12 in the first quarter, Gary Knafelc for 11 in 
the second and then completed four out of five in the last 
heat. Even Van Brocklin wasn't that hot, although the 
Dutchman had a "fair" afternoon with 17 completions in 
22 attempts for 289 yards. 
ROTE PICKS UP 78 
The Packers had many thorns sticking in their sides after 
the battle but the three that hurt the most were Wilson, 
whose feats were aforementioned: Leon Clarke, who 
caught eight passes for 97 yards and one touchdown; and 
Bob Boyd, who stretched his four catches to 146 yards 
and two touchdowns (each 56 yards). The Rams were not 
thorned although the offense, by keeping busy on three 
drives, helping the stars from running up a record score. 
Howie Ferguson was missed, of course, but Cone ran for 
69 yards and Rote added 78, one on a fine 39-yard keeper. 
To show you how lousy the tackling was, the Packers 
averaged 6.47 on each of their 28 carries; the Rams 6.42 
on 49. What's more, the Rams averaged 67 percent of 
their pass attempt; the Packers 54. 
MOVE 77 YARDS 
Briefly, here's a rundown on the point-making: The Rams 
received the opening kickoff and quickly moved to the 
Packer 25 where Joe Marconi, who scored three 

touchdowns, fumbled and John Martinkovic recovered. The Packers moved 77 yards in nine plays for a 7-0 lead, with Rote 
starting it off with a 39-yard keeper play and then hurling to Gary Knafelc for 18 yards. Rote smashed over from the one 
and Cone kicked the first of three extra points. The Rams belted back 70 yards in 10 plays, with Van completing three passes 
along the way - two to Elroy Hirsch - for 38 yards, and Marconin finally sneaking over from the one. Les Richter started 
his string of seven extra points. Rote started the next Packer push with a 37-yard throw to Al Carmichael but five plays 
later, Sherman took Rote's pitch aimed at Knafelc on the five and went 95 for a 14-7 edge. 
MARCONI JAMS OVER 
Deschaine had to punt so the Rams moved 62 yards in seven plays to start the second frame. The big gainer was a 46-yard 
run by Wilson and Marconi finally jammed over from the three for 21-7. Knafelc caught two passes for 25 yards and two 



for 28 in the Packers' next push before Burroughs intercepted a throw aimed at Knafelc and tipped by Whittendon on the 
three. The Rams went 97 yards in six plays, with Van pitching 56 to Boyd for the score, 28-7. Another Deschaine punt and 
the Rams counted again, this time going 86 yards in 11 plays, chiefly on three Van passes to Clarke for 15, Hirsch 12 and 
Boyd 21 before Marconi went over from the 2 for 35-7. 
GET 14 BACK 
The Packers moved 69 yards in six plays for their second TD. Cone led off with 21 yards, Rote popped 24 on a draw, 
Johnson romped 11 and finally Rote pitched to Carmichael for a touch and it was 35-14. The Rams got 14 points back in 
the next five minutes Van pitched nine yards to Clarke for a touchdown climaxing a 64-yard, five-play push. After Deschaine 
punted, Van hurled 56 yards to Boyd who worked behind Walker to register the Rams' last TD, ending a 76-yard, eight-
play campaign. Just before the end of the third period, Wilson ran 17 and fumbled, with Deral Teteak recovering on the 
Packer 42. Cone picked off 21 yards in two tries and Starr completed two passes in the 58-yard, nine-play drive, with Cone 
running five yards for the score. In the last 12 minutes and seven seconds, the Rams ran 23 plays against the Packer six. The 
Rams didn't score but Wilson got his record as Bukich fed him the ball on seven of the last nine plays 

GREEN BAY   -  7  0  7  7 - 21 
LOS ANGELES - 14 21 14  0 - 49 

                       GREEN BAY   LOS ANGELES 
First Downs                   19            33 
Rushing-Yards-TD        28-181-2      49-314-3 
Att-Comp-Yd-TD-Int 28-15-188-1-2 27-18-297-3-0 
Sacked-Yards                  14             0 
Net Passing Yards            174           297 
Total Yards                  355           611 
Fumbles-lost                 0-0           4-2 
Turnovers                      2             2 
Yards penalized             4-33          2-10 

SCORING 
1st - GB - Tobin Rote, 1-yard run (Fred Cone kick) GREEN BAY 7-0 
1st - LA - Joe Marconi, 1-yard run (Pat Richter kick) TIED 7-7 
1st - LA - Will Sherman, 95-yard interception return (Richter kick) LOS ANGELES 14-7 
2nd - LA - Marconi, 3-yard run (Richter kick) LOS ANGELES 21-7 
2nd - LA - Bob Boyd, 56-yard pass from Norm Van Brocklin (Richter kick) LOS ANGELES 28-7 
2nd - LA - Marconi, 2-yard run (Richter kick) LOS ANGELES 35-7 
3rd - GB - Al Carmichael, 13-yard pass from Rote (Cone kick) LOS ANGELES 35-14 
3rd - LA - Leon Clarke, 9-yard pass from Norm Van Brocklin (Richter kick) LOS ANGELES 42-14 
3rd - LA - Boyd, 56-yard pass from Van Brocklin (Richter kick) LOS ANGELES 49-14 
4th - GB - Cone, 5-yard (Cone kick) LOS ANGELES 49-21 
RUSHING 
GREEN BAY - Tobin Rote 7-76 1 TD, Fred Cone 12-68 1 TD, Joe Johnson 6-26, Al Carmichael 3-11 
LOS ANGELES - Tommy Wilson 23-223, Joe Marconi 12-58 3 TD, Tank Younger 11-41, Norm Van Brocklin 2-(-1), 
Bob Boyd 1-(-7) 



PASSING 
GREEN BAY - Tobin Rote 21-9-127 1 TD 2 INT, Bart Starr 7-6-61 
LOS ANGELES - Norm Van Brocklin 22-17-289 3 TD, Rudy Bukich 4-1-8, Tommy Wilson 1-0-0 
RECEIVING 
GREEN BAY - Billy Howton 5-68, Joe Johnson 4-30, Gary Knafelc 3-42, Al Carmichael 2-50 1 TD, Fred Cone 1-(-2) 
LOS ANGELES - Leon Clarke 8-97 1 TD, Bob Boyd 4-146 2 TD, Elroy Hirsch 4-44, Tommy Wilson 1-5, Bob Carey 1-5 
 

 
NAME BUCK, PACK HERO TO STATE HALL OF FAME 
DEC 17 (Green Bay) - A Packer stalwart of the "old" mold has been chosen to join other Wisconsin sports immortals in the 
Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame, it was announced Saturday by Joseph J. Krueger, Milwaukee, chairman of the Hall of 
Fame Committee. Latest Badger and Packer star to be honored is Howard (Cub) Buck, who anchored the middle of the 
Green Bay line in the early years of the club's membership in the NFL - from 1921 through 1925. Cub's selection was 
unanimous. Even without his outstanding record with the Packers, Buck would probably have made the honor roll anyway 
as one of the greatest tackles who ever wore the Cardinal of the University of Wisconsin. He played for the Badgers in 1913, 
1914 and 1915; captained the team in his senior year, and was All Western all through his college career. The failure of 
Walter Camp to name him on his 1915 All America first team drew a howl of protest from the entire middle west. Called 
"Cub" because of his bear-like rushing and tenacious line play, Buck played in every game of his three-year college career 
and was seldom injured. His senior performance was his most outstanding observers stating that he made a good 50 percent 
of all his team tackles that season. Although he graduated in 1917, Buck didn't start playing pro ball until 1920, when he 
joined the Canton Bulldogs. It was only with difficulty that he was persuaded to sign a Packer contract in 1921, but once in 
the fold he was a tower of strength for five seasons. Not only was he one of the outstanding field goal kickers in the early 
years of the league - his 24 conversions and 12 field goals during his career puts him well up on the list of Packer scorers - 
but his defensive ability was universally recognized. Cub was one of the keenest diagnosticians of enemy plays the Packers 
ever had. Now 63, the Cubs is down to a trim 225 pounds from his old playing weight of about 265 and operator of the 
Buck Buick Co., in Rock Island, Ill. For several years after leaving the Packers, Buck was a football coach and athletic 
director, being the first grid mentor at what is now a Southeastern powerhouse - Miami University of Florida. Buck's plaque 



will be unveiled in the lobby of the Milwaukee Arena sometime in 1957. He will join such other Badger and Packer 
immortals as Pat O'Dea, Dave Schreiner, Don Hutson and Clarke Hinkle, who were charter nominees in 1951. 
 

 
 

 



   
 



  
 

 


