
   

 

PRESEASON 
Green Bay Packers (2-2) 37, New York Giants 10 

Saturday September 3rd 1966 (at Milwaukee) 

 

 
GAME RECAP (GREEN BAY PRESS-GAZETTE) 
 

(MILWAUKEE) – Masterful mudders, the suddenly 
explosive Packers scored in every quarter to rout the 
New York Giants, 37-3, before a record preseason house 
of 47,102 fans in County Stadium Saturday night. 
Forging to a 28-3 lead in the first three quarters, the 
defending NFL champions settled for three field goals 
in the fourth quarter en route to the 10th straight victory 
over their perennial playmates on a soggy turf, pelted by 
a lengthy cloudburst two hours before game time. That 
rampaging veteran, Jim Taylor, registered the Pack’s 
first two touchdowns, the first on a one-yard smash after 
a 56-yard Bart Starr to Paul Hornung screen pass had 
carried the Bays to the New York 3, and the second on 
a four-yard sweep of the left flank after a Starr to Max 
McGee pitch had brought the ball to that point. Starr 
himself bootlegged the ball home for the third 
touchdown, skirting his own left side from six yards out 
with only 2:33 left in the first half. Donny Anderson, 
recording his first touchdown in Green Bay livery, 
produced the Pack’s only second half touchdown. It 
came on a 31-yard pass-and-run maneuver at 8:15 of the 
third quarter. Starr hit Anderson with a short swing pass 
to the right. The Packers thereafter contented 
themselves with three Don Chandler field goals of 21, 
25 and 40 yards, all registered in the fourth quarter. It 
was by far and away the Bays’ offensive show of the 
season against professional opposition. They amassed 
the imposing total of 439 yards, including 183 rushing 

and 256 passing. They restricted the Giants to 117 yards. Rebounding from an uncertain start, which saw them settle for a 
long first down the first two times they acquired the ball, the Packers went the distance on three of the next four occasions 
– with the aid of some dazzling heroics. The catalyst was an adroit Willie Wood interception. The all-pro safety waylaid 
Earl Morrall’s pass, hurried by a strong rush from Packer linebacker Dave Robinson, broke right and returned it 27 yards. 
After Taylor bit off five on first down, the Pack’s first opportunity appeared in jeopardy when a holding penalty set them 
back to their own 40. But Starr next hit Paul Hornung with a perfectly executed screen pass, which saw Fuzzy Thurston 
spring the Golden Boy with a crunching block. 
OLDTIME ABANDON 
Allen Brown delivered another downfield to create an “opening” and Hornung himself, running with his oldtime abandon, 
bowled over two Giants on a 56-yard ramble that ended when Clarence Childs overtook him on the New York 3. The rest 
was easy. Taylor hammered it home, crashing for two on first down, then blasting into the end zone behind Bill Curry at 
10:10. The Bays were unable to move the next time they gained the leather, after which the Giants temporarily interrupted 



the Pack’s point making project with a 
21-yard field goal by ex-soccer star 
Pete Gogolak, a maneuver triggered by 
a 30-yard Morrall-to-Aaron Thomas 
pass which carried the New Yorkers to 
the Green Bay 18. Here the Pack held 
firm, Ray Nitschke batting down a 
Morrall pass and Robinson another 
after Koy bolted for four yards. 
Gogolak then was summoned to put the 
Giants on the board. After Bill 
Anderson was dropped in his tracks on 
the Packer 30 with the succeeding 
kickoff, the Pack swept 70 yards in 8 
plays to mount a more comfortable 14-
3 lead. Starr and old pro Max McGee 
were the key figures in this push, which 
saw Bart hit the veteran receiver with a 
15-yarder for a first down on Green 
Bay’s 45. Starr then hit Taylor for 7 and 
McGee for 17 more and a first down on 
the New York 31. On third down, Starr 
several times eluded the clutches of a 
brisk Giant blitz, darting in and out of 
danger before finding McGee open on 
the 20. The artful Max, faking two 
Giants out of their collective shoes, 
broke to his left and chugged to the 
Giants’ 3 before being overhauled. 
WALL BLOCKING ‘IN’ 

Again the TD came with gratifying dispatch. On first 
down, with the Pack’s front wall blocking ”in,” Taylor 
swept the left flank and barged into the end zone 
untouched at the 5:59 mark of the second quarter. The 
Packers shortly struck again, sweeping 60 yards in eight 
plays for this one. Starr passed to Taylor and Pitts 
forced one first down on the Giant 42 and Bart hit 
Fleming for 17 more and another “first” on the Giant 
25. After a 15-yard offensive interference penalty, Pitts 
swept left end to the six with the aid of an incisive 
Thurston block. His 34-yard journey was ended by 
Olympic 220 champion Henry Carr, who caught the 
runaway Pitts from behind. Starr personally completed 
the project on first down, sweeping left end on a deftly 
executed keeper for the TD at 12:25 behind another 
timely Thurston block, this one delivered at the goal 
line. Don Chandler’s third successive conversion left 
the Packers with a 21-3 lead at the intermission. The 
Packers resumed their scoring splurge midway through 
the third quarter. It took the Pack only three plays to 
score after Tom Brown fair caught Koy’s punt on the 
New York 39. Starr’s first down pass dribbled off 
Dowler’s straining fingertips in the end zone, but Bart 
hit Fleming over the middle for 8, then found Donny 
Anderson with a short swing pass. The freshman veered 
to his right and outran the Giant secondary to the goal, 



thus collecting his first touchdown in Green Bay silks, with 6:45 left in the third quarter. Now owners of a prohibitive 28-3 
lead, the Packers contented themselves with three Don Chandler field goals thereafter – all of them in the fourth quarter. 
Ray Nitschke’s recovery of a fumble on the Giant 16 triggered the first, a 21-yarder at 2:04 of the final period. A 13-yard 
Zeke Bratkowski pass to McGee and a 13-yard McGee run set up the second, a 24-yarder at 8:06, and a Doug Hart 
interception, which he returned to the New York 39, keyed the last, a 40-yard line drive at 11:39. 

NEW YORK  -  0  3  0  7 - 10 
GREEN BAY -  7 14  7  9 - 37 

                        NEW YORK     GREEN BAY 
First downs                    8            20 
Rush-yards-TDs             23-66        33-183 
Comp-Att-Yd-TD-INT  5-20-130-1-3 16-34-256-1-1 
Sacked-yards                 -19           0-0 
Net pass yards               111           256 
Total yards                  177           439 
Fumbles lost                   1             0 
Turnovers                      4             1 
Yards Penalized               35             8 

SCORING 
1st - GB - Jim Taylor, 1-yard run (Don Chandler kick) GREEN BAY 7-0 
2nd - NY - Pete Gogolak, 22-yard field goal GREEN BAY 7-3 
2nd - GB - Taylor, 4-yard run (Chandler kick) GREEN BAY 14-3 
2nd - GB - Bart Starr, 6-yard run (Chandler kick) GREEN BAY 21-3 
3rd - GB - Donny Anderson, 3-yard pass from Starr (Chandler kick) GREEN BAY 28-3 
4th - GB - Chandler, 21-yard field goal GREEN BAY 31-3 
4th - GB - Chandler, 25-yard field goal GREEN BAY 34-3 



4th - GB - Chandler, 47-yard field goal GREEN BAY 37-3 
4th - NY - Homer Jones, 72-yard pass from Gary Woods (Gogolak kick) GREEN BAY 37-10 
RUSHING 
GREEN BAY - Elijah Pitts 3-72, Jim Grabowski 7-30, Donny Anderson 10-25, Jim Taylor 7-20 2 TD, Zeke Bratkowski 
1-14, Allan Jacobs 2-12, Bart Starr 1-6, Paul Hornung 2-4 
NEW YORK - Ernie Koy 11-30, Chuck Mercein 6-16, Steve Thurlow 3-12, Smith Reed 3-8 
PASSING 
GREEN BAY - Bart Starr 26-11-207 1 TD 1 INT, Zeke Bratkowski 7-5-49, Donny Anderson 1-0-0 
NEW YORK - Earl Morrall 15-3-59 2 INT, Gary Wood 5-2-71 1 TD 1 INT 
RECEIVING 
GREEN BAY - Max McGee 4-73, Marv Fleming 3-32, Donny Anderson 3-28 1 TD, Boyd Dowler 2-28, Jim Taylor 2-6, 
Paul Hornung 1-56, Carroll Dale 1-32 
NEW YORK - Aaron Thomas 2-45, Homer Jones 1-72 1 TD, Del Shofner 1-14, Smith Reed 1-(-1) 
 
STADIUM SOGGY – 3RD BASE REBUILT 
SEPT 4 (Milwaukee-Green Bay Press-Gazette) – There was a touch of nostalgia to Saturday night’s pregame warmups in 
soggy County Stadium. The old Braves groundcrew, which still serves in a similar capacity for all Packer appearances here, 
was called upon to hastily perform a once familiar function – “rebuild” third base. The emergency developed when the area 
once occupied by the hot corner in the skin portion of the infield – located between the north goal and 5-yard line when the 
field is used for football – was inundated as the stadium tarpaulin was removed. And immediately became a quagmire. The 
lengthy cloudburst, which struck shortly after 6 o’clock as the Packers’ team buses arrived at the stadium, had deposited 
miniature lakes upon the tarpaulin. Although the grounds crew attempted to squeegee most of the water from the tarp before 
it was removed, the north end was flooded as the giant sheet was lifted approximately 45 minutes before the Packers and 
Giants collided…The Baltimore Colts, the Packers’ next opponent on this same turf in their mutual NFL opener Saturday 
night, who had “private eyes” at all of the Packers’ previous preseason ventures, kept their record intact Saturday night. 
Assistant coach Dick Bielski was on hand to diagram the action for the Hosses. 
NFL GAMES TO DRAW OVER 5 MILLION FIRST TIME 
SEPT 4 (Associated Press) – With the first meeting between the NFL and AFL dangling as an extra plum, the 15 NFL teams 
begin a 15-week title chase this weekend in what figures to be the biggest year in the 47-year history of organized 
professional football. Before the 1966 season ends with the NFL champion meeting the AFL champion in a Super Bowl 
that will determine the best team among the 24 in both leagues, over seven million people are expected to click through the 
turnstiles around the country. The NFL, which drew 4,634,021 last year, expects to pass the five million mark for the first 
time in its history with the addition of the new Atlanta Falcons, while the AFL, with the new Miami Dolphins, anticipates 
an overall turnout of over two million after last season’s 1,773,784. While almost nothing seems as certain in the world as 
the continued upward climb of pro football attendances, nothing seems as uncertain as tapping favorites – particularly in a 
year where the Super Bowl meeting is likely to play an extraordinary role as an incentive…WHIPPED BROWNS: But it’s 
just possible that the ultimate NFL champion might be on view in the season’s very first game, the meeting between the 
Baltimore Colts and the Green Bay Packers at Milwaukee Saturday night. The Packers defeated the Colts in a playoff for 
the Western Division crown, then whipped Cleveland in the NFL title game. The Browns, minus Jimmy Brown, are at 
Washington in the headliner of a six-game Sunday program that also shows Chicago at Detroit, Los Angeles at Atlanta, 
Minnesota at San Francisco, New York at Pittsburgh, and Philadelphia at St. Louis. Dallas draws a bye, and will not open 
until the following Sunday. The AFL began regular season play last Friday night. While Brown will be missing from the 
Cleveland lineup, there will be more than enough of the star-class players to satisfy everyone – Jim Taylor and Paul Hornung 
of Green Bay, Gale Sayers of Chicago, John Brodie of San Francisco and Bob Hayes of Dallas. But there will be a host of 
new faces also, including five rookie head coaches, Otto Graham at Washington, George Allen at Los Angeles, Norb Hecker 
at Atlanta, Charley Winner at St. Louis and Bill Austin at Pittsburgh. Among the rookies expected to shine are running 
backs Donny Anderson and Jim Grabowski of Green Bay, Atlanta linebacker Tommy Nobis, tackle Sam Ball of Baltimore, 
defensive tackle Frank Cornish of Chicago, Cleveland receiver Milt Morin, guard Tom Mack, Los Angeles, and San 
Francisco tackle Dave McCormick…Green Bay – It’s still Bart Starr passing, Boyd Dowler catching and Taylor and 
Hornung running for Vince Lombardi’s tough legions. Anderson and Grabowski could push the Taylor-Hornung combine 
and there is added depth in the defensive lines with Jim Weatherwax of Los Angeles State and Bob Brown of Arkansas 
AM&N promising rookies…Baltimore – The Colts, and the age in the Packers’ lines, could stand between Green Bay and 
a return. Baltimore has Unitas, exceptional receivers in Jimmy Orr and Ray Berry and talent at running back in Lenny 
Moore, Jerry Hill and Tom Matte. In addition, Ball, and Omaha running back Gerald Allen are top rookies…Chicago – The 
Bears, with Sayers, quarterback Rudy Bukich and linebacker Dick Butkus among the standouts, also could go all the way. 
But the loss of running back Andy Livingston for the season will hurt. The defensive front four, which has undergone 



considerable shuffling, also might lack cohesion…MILLIONAIRE BRODIE: San Francisco – Brodie, the millionaire 
quarterback, has talented receivers in Dave Parks, Bernie Casey and Monte Stickles, and a strong running complement in 
Ken Willard. McCormick of LSU and Mississippi defensive end Stan Hindman are promising rookies, but the defensive 
secondary is weak…Minnesota – The Vikings lack defensive consistency and it’s proved costly for a club that has all the 
offensive weapons in quarterback Fran Tarkenton, receivers Paul Flatley and Hal Bedsole and running backs Bill Brown 
and Tom Mason. Among the rookies, running back Jim Lindsey of Arkansas has impressed…Los Angeles – Roman Gabriel 
and Bill Munson can fire passes to Jack Snow and Tommy McDonald, but there’s a need for a big running back. Right now 
Dick Bass and Tom Moore, acquired from Green Bay, are handling the running back chores, but Henry Dyer of Grambling 
might eventually fill the fullback bill…Detroit – The Lions, with tackle Alex Karras among others, still are strong 
defensively, but the offense too often bogs down. Milt Plum still is holding down the quarterback spot and may have a top 
rookie receiver in Bill Malinchak of Indiana…EASTERN DIVISION: Dallas – The Cowboys could wind up taking the 
Eastern crown with quarterback Don Meredith and Hayes, the world’s fastest human, having had a year to perfect their pass 
timing. Mel Renfro, shifted from defensive back, could add some rushing yardage as could a top rookie prospect, Walt 
Garrison of Oklahoma State…Cleveland – The defending Eastern champs have moved Ernie Green to fullback and installed 
Leroy Kelly, a three-year veteran out of Morgan State, at halfback. Neither Green nor Kelly is Brown, however. Frank Ryan 
probably will have more pressure of him at quarterback, but he has top receivers in Gary Collins, Paul Warfield and Morin, 
No. 1 draft choice from Massachusetts…St. Louis – Rookie John Roland of Missouri and Roy Shivers of Utah State might 
crack the Mel Triplett-Willie Crenshaw running combine. The focus of the attack, however, will be Charley Johnson’s 
passes to Sonny Randle, Bobby Joe Conrad and Jackie Smith. The Cardinals, on the other hand, need a stronger pass 
rush…New York – The Giants have to be improved merely by the acquisition of kicking specialist Pete Gogolak, who 
defected from the AFL’s Buffalo Bills. There could be a serious problem at offensive tackle, however, unless rookies Francis 
Peay of Missouri and Don Davis of Los Angeles State make it…HAWKINS IMPRESSES: Philadelphia – Ben Hawkins of 
Arizona State has impressed as a receiver and likely will combine with Pete Retzlaff and Fred Hill as Norm Snead’s targets. 
Tim Brown and Earl Gros man the running back posts but there appears to be too many defensive weaknesses for the Eagles 
to go all the way…Pittsburgh – Rookie Willie Asbury of Kent State seems to have stepped in as the No. 1 fullback and 
guard Larry Gagner of Florida State and center Pat Killorin of Syracuse figure to gain jobs in their first year. But there are 
still many holes to plug and not enough to do it with…Washington – The Redskins ride the arm of Sonny Jurgensen and 
the pass catching of Bobby Mitchell but need a fullback to go as Charlie Taylor’s running mate. Charley Gogolak will take 
care of extra points but there won’t be too many unless there’s more offense…Atlanta – The Falcons are building from 
scratch but they’ve got a head start with two top rookie candidates, Nobis and Randy Johnson, a poised quarterback from 

Texas A&I. Johnson or Dennis Claridge will 
throw with Junior Coffey and Ernie Wheelwright 
handling the running. 
EIGHT ROOKIES CRASH ’66 PACKER 
ROSTER; JACOBS TRADED 
SEPT 6 (Green Bay Press-Gazette) – Eight rookies 

made the 1966 Packers, twice as many as a year ago. Coach Vince Lombardi reduced the squad to 40 players – the final 
NFL season limit – today by (1) trading sophomore Allen Jacobs to the Giants for an undisclosed draft choice and (2) 
placing guard Roy Schmidt and offensive end Sonny Redders on waivers. Joining 32 holdover from the 1965 world 
champions are: Offense – fullback Jim Grabowski, halfback Donny Anderson, guard Gale Gillingham and tight end Allen 
Brown. Defense – tackle Jim Weatherwax, end Bob Brown, halfback Dave Hathcock and linebacker Phil Vandersea. These 
eight make up the vital new blood designed to spur the club during the upcoming championship season, which opens against 
the Colts in Milwaukee Saturday night. Perhaps of more importance than just eight new names is the fact that at least six of 
them can provide immediate help due to their extensive testing in the exhibition season. These six are Grabowski, Anderson, 
A. Brown, Gillingham, Weatherwax and B. Brown. As Lombardi pointed out after Saturday night’s game, “they’ve (the 
rookies) played a great deal of football and that was the purpose of it. If they’re called on to play now, they know their 
jobs.” The large turnover this season was due chiefly to the loss of three veterans in the Atlanta stocking – not to mention 
the trade of four veterans. Dennis Claridge, Dan Grimm and Junior Coffey went to Atlanta, and Tom Moore, Lloyd Voss, 
Hank Gremminger and Jacobs were traded. Sophomore Ron Smith, obtained in the Moore deal, was traded and Rich 
Marshall was waived…ONE ’65 ROOKIE: Only one of the four rookies who made the 1965 club is present. That would be 
Bill Curry, offensive center and linebacker. The other three were Jacobs, Marshall and Coffey. Twenty members of the 
Final Forty are virtual youngsters. Eight are first-year men; one (Curry) is a second-year man; six (Ken Bowman, Steve 
Wright, Bob Long, Tom Brown, Doug Hart and Tommy Crutcher) are three-year men; and five (Marv Fleming, Bob Jeter, 
Lee Roy Caffey, Lionel Aldridge and Dave Robinson) are four-year men. The final group is composed of 22 players on 
offense, 17 on defense and one, kicker Don Chandler, in a class by himself. The Packers came out of their impressive 37 to 
10 victory over the Giants Saturday in good mental and physical condition. They exploded for the first time offensively, 



picking up 439 total yards, including 186 rushing. Bill Anderson was the only 
casualty, injuries his back, but he should be ready for the opener. The veteran tight 
end injured his back late in the 1965 season but recovered quickly. The Packers are 
on an “advanced” practice schedule this week – due to the Saturday game. In other 
words, today’s practice will be the normal Wednesday drill, Wednesday’s practice 
will be like a Thursday drill, etc. The Packers left their headquarters at St. Norbert 
College today and the players are now living in homes around Green Bay. The team 
had been at St. Norbert since the start of training camp July 13. 
GB-MILWAUKEE PACK 
SEPT 6 (Green Bay Press-Gazette) – So it’s still the Green Bay-Milwaukee Packers. 
It hurts to write that…just as it hurts for many of you to read it. But the truth often 
does hurt…and it remains true that Milwaukee has almost as much claim to the 
Packers as Green Bay does. All because the Packers have seen fit to extend their 
contract to play at least three NFL games a year in that city through 1975. Why the 
Packers figure they need Milwaukee is something I don’t understand. Actually, 
Milwaukee needs the Packers much more than the Packers need Milwaukee. 
Milwaukee needs the Packers to retain just a tiny but of its lost major league status. 
The only reason I can think of that the Packers might need Milwaukee is to prevent 
some other pro football team from moving into the Beer City. But the NFL-AFL 
merger should have eliminated that worry unless some unannounced clause in the 
merger requires the Packers to continue playing in Milwaukee. The Continental 
League? It’s still a minor league and shouldn’t hurt a major league team. Naturally, 
the first argument for Milwaukee games is the financial factor. There are those who 
still insist that Green Bay and the surrounding area does not have enough population 
to support the Packers through a seven game home schedule. Season tickets for seven 
games would be almost double what they are for the current four games and there are 
not enough people around who could afford that, it is contended…DRAWING 
REGION: And there was a time when this was true. But when it was true, 
Milwaukee’s relatively slim crowds were not that much help either. Now, the 
population of Green Bay and, indeed, the area from Marinette-Menominee to Fond 
du Lac and from Sturgeon Bay-Manitowoc-Sheboygan to Wausau, which would be 

the primary drawing region, is not only considerably larger than five years ago but is soaring even higher every day. The 
population itself is not the only factor, however. Transportation facilities, particularly road conditions, have improved vastly, 
making the trip from Sheboygan or Fond du Lac, or even Milwaukee, a relatively simple, even enjoyable, thing. And not 
only is Lambeau Field’s seating capacity greater than County Stadium’s, it’s viewing comfort is infinitely better than in the 
basically baseball-designed Milwaukee ghost town…MORE SATISFIED: People from all over the state would flock to 
Green Bay for the games, just as they do to Madison for University of Wisconsin games. But those are Badger alumni, you 
say? Well, it’s doubtful if the UW alumni are anymore faithful than the legions of fans who have embraced the Packers 
through bright days and dark days for the past 45 years. The Packers would still be a “state” team, Milwaukee or not. There 
are a couple of other things to consider. For instance, it is not entirely necessary that Lambeau Field be sold out via season 
tickets for every game. If only half the park was sold to season ticket buyers, there is little doubt that the remaining seats 
would be filled by those who could afford only a couple games a year. And, in the long run, many, many more people would 
be satisfied in the way. Another thing, season tickets would probably be sold to groups, who would then split them up, some 
going to one game some to another when each individual could not afford the price of seven games. Seven games? How 
about the exhibitions, it might be asked. Are sellouts really needed for exhibitions? There was a time just a couple years 
ago when NFL teams regularly played exhibitions all over the country, from Bangor, Maine, to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and 
points west. Some of this is still being continued, but most exhibitions are now in hometowns of the teams because of the 
larger parks. But a lot of friends were made by the NFL in those non-league towns, and I think that paid off more than the 
big crowds in Cleveland, Dallas or other league cities…SOLID MAJORITY: And you know…it’s difficult to find anybody 
in Green Bay who doesn’t agree with the above ideas. I’ve tried…and unless I just talked to too many of the wrong people, 
it seems that a solid majority would just as soon do without Milwaukee. Furthermore, at last week’s meeting of the Fox 
River Valley Sportswriters Association, the overwhelming opinion of these observers from the area’s major cities also 
agreed with this view. But apparently the subject of it all doesn’t. 
NO SECRET: HOSSES PRIMED TO RIP PACK 
SEPT 7 (Green Bay Press-Gazette) – Harry Hulmes made no effort to tone down the Colts’ intense desire to whip the 
Packers in Milwaukee Saturday night. We’ve seen and heard so much about how the Colts are laying for Green Bay…that 



the first question we aimed at Colt 
publicist here Tuesday was “is it true?” 
A guest at the Mike and Pen Club 
luncheon at the Beaumont Hotel, 
Hulmes said, “Everybody came to 
camp with the knowledge that our first 
game was against Greem Bay. The big 
thing was to point for that game.” He 
went on: “It wasn’t only that the 
Packers beat us in the playoff (sudden 
death, 13-10) but that they beat us two 
other times in the regular season. We 
are looking to this game more than any 
other opener because we realize we are 
playing the best.” The question was 
asked if the rumpus over Don 
Chandler’s field goal, which enabled 
the Packers to tie the game, has helped 
stir up the Colts. “That’s not a factor 
anymore,” Hulmes said, “but we’ve 
been constantly reminded of it by the 
press.” The Colts claimed Chandler’s 
field goal was wide and came up with 
pictures and movies to “prove” it. Two 
officials ruled it good, and, of course, 
this was good enough for the Pack. 
During the offseason, the league 
decided to add 10 feet to each upright. 
Hulmes reported that Baltimore “keyed 
its efforts during the non-league season 
(5-0) toward preventing an explosion 
that Green Bay threw at us in Baltimore 
last December.” The program 
apparently paid off because the Colts 
allowed only 46 points in the five 
victories. The Eagles and Browns each 
scored two touchdowns and the 
Cardinals one. “We’ve concentrated on 
winning our preseason games, and 
we’ve won 12 in a row,” Hulmes said, 
adding: “This year we didn’t have to 
experiment. The only suspense was 
whether Unitas or Cuozzo would 
recover from offseason operations.” 
The figures reveal that both 
quarterbacks, John Unitas and Gary 

Cuozzo have recovered well. General John completed 54 out of 93 for 704 yards and six touchdowns while understudy 
Cuozzo hit 32 of 57 for 437 yards and six TDs. The Colt defense hasn’t changed over a year ago, although Hulmes pointed 
out that Alvin Haymond and Jim Welch may be switched some at right safety. “Welch is the tougher tackler but Haymond, 
with his speed, is best against the pass,” Harry said. Dennis Gaubatz, middle linebacker, didn’t play last week due to injuries 
by he’ll be ready Saturday. With the retirement of George Preas at right tackle, the offensive line is shaped a little different. 
The Colts’ great Jim Parker was moved from left guard to right tackle. Parker played left tackle earlier in his 
career…SANDUSKY RETURNS: Alex Sandusky, who announced his retirement after 1965, has returned to his right guard 
spot, while Dan Sullivan has taken over for Parker at left guard. Dick Szymanski’s at center and Bob Vogel at left tackle. 
The Colts have an interesting situation brewing at left end – Raymond Berry’s post for years. Berry has been hurt during 
most of the preseason and in his absence Willie Richardson has really blossomed, catching 14 passes (tops for the Colts) 



for 323 yards and three touchdowns. “Before our Detroit game last week, Raymond went out to the stadium three hours 
before the game and practiced running and catching,” Hulmes said, adding that “it’s a day to day thing with Raymond. If 
he feels he’s ready Raymond will play.” The Packers will see plenty of all four of the Colts’ running backs – Lenny Moore, 
Tom Matte, Tony Lorick and Jerry Hill. Moore and Matte, the quarterback hero of the 1965 windup, form one unit and Hill 
and Lorick the other. All are power runners except Moore, who still has the dazzling speed, and, according to Hulmes, “Hill 
is our best blocker.”…NEW PUNTER: The Colts will unveil a new punter – the umpteenth over the years. He is Dave Lee, 
a 22-year-old out of Louisiana Tech. “We started with eight punters, including Joe Quick, the cop, in camp, and finally 
narrowed it down to Lee,” Harry said. Lee is one of five rookies to make the club. The others are backs George Harold and 
Gerald Allen, flanker Al Snyder and the heralded Sam Ball of Kentucky, who backs up Parker. Coach Vince Lombardi sent 
the Packers through a bristling workout Tuesday under bright sunshine. Needless to say, every step is counted and measured. 
PERSONALITY PARADE 
SEPT 7 (Green Bay Press-Gazette) – It is difficult, if not impossible, for the Packers to 
be unaware of how Baltimore’s Colts have brooded over the circumstances of last 
December’s overtime playoff loss before an enthralled full house in Lambeau Field, a 
wound which has festered in the Hosses’ beefy breast for some eight months. The Colts 

and their highly vocal adherents have taken no 
pains to conceal their conviction they were had (a 
stand based, of course, on their contention that 
Don Chandler’s tying fourth quarter field goal was 
off target), and recently have been trumpeting 
their vow to exact revenge when Baltimore 
collides with the Pack in their mutual NFL opener 
at Milwaukee County Stadium Saturday night. As 
of the moment, however, there are no perceptible 
tremors in the camp of Green Bay’s defending 
champions. Paul Hornung, a battle-tested veteran 
who has been called the premier clutch player in 
football history, for one views the approaching 
imbroglio with calm and candor. “What they’ve 
been saying doesn’t have any effect on our ball 
club,” he says flatly. “If it does anything, it makes 
you more cognizant of the importance of the 
game.” “We’ve always been notorious for not 
playing well in our first game,” the Pack’s No. 2 
all-time scorer admitted in almost the same breath, 
“but I don’t think that kind of thing is going to 
happen to us this time.” “One game doesn’t make 
a season,” Hornung added, “but there’s a one 
hundred percent feeling on our club that we’re 
going to win this ball game. We just don’t talk 
about it as much as they do. Our club is 
businesslike about these things.” Turning to the 

object of the Colts’ long-standing ire, the renascent Golden Boy, off to his most 
auspicious start since the championship year of 1962, volunteered, “As far as 
Chandler’s field goal is concerned, I don’t think it would have been a factor even if he 
had missed it, although two officials under the crossbar said he made it and that’s good 
enough for me. I doubt very much if they would have scored,” he said matter-of-factly, “because they weren’t moving the 
ball. I don’t think they had a first down in the second half. They were playing defensive football and waiting for us to make 
a mistake. We felt in the fourth quarter that it was just a matter of time before we scored – we were certain we would.” 
Looking ahead to Saturday’s confrontation, Hornung conceded the Colts’ yen for revenge could boomerang. “I know there 
have been a lot of ball games where teams have been higher than we have, and we’ve won. But that’s natural,” he appended 
with a dry smile. “Everybody is high against us.” “And there have been games where we’ve been higher than our 
opponents,” the ex-Heisman Trophy winner continued, “played a good ball game – and lost.” “Sometimes in the clutch, you 
will be too tight or tense when you build yourself up for a game that way, and you make that one mistake that can cost you 
the ball game.”…’RELAXED AND LOOSE’: “I always try to go into a game relaxed and loose – not all hollering and 
screaming,” Hornung, who scored five touchdowns to set a Packer single game record in last December’s “must” 42-27 win 



in Baltimore declared, “I can’t play that way.” He is confident that the Packers will approach Saturday’s imposing 
assignment the same way as a team. “We’ve always been more businesslike here, because of the talent we have. We know 
what we have to do and we try to go out and do it.” Adding “our job now is to get that cohesive unit together again – get it 
working,” the multi-talented Kentuckian noted. “Take that ’62 championship game against the Giants in New York. I don’t 
think I’ve ever seen a team higher than that in my life. They were up so high it was unbelievable, but we won.”…DID 
NOTHING DIFFERENT: “You always have to have some degree of poise, especially in the big game. If you lost that, the 
whole roof caves in.” Had the advent of celebrated rookie Donny Andeson, as widely suggested, spurred his fast ’66 
getaway? “I didn’t do anything different in the offseason,” Hornung replied. “I definitely think, though, that Donny’s going 
to be a great back in this league – along with Grabowski (Jim). They’re both going to be an asset this year – they’re going 
to help us.” And the future? “All I have in mind right now is getting through this year,” the holder of the NFL’s single 
season scoring record soberly asserted. “If I have a good year, I may think about playing another year.” 
REDSKINS UNABLE TO FUND MARSHALL 
SEPT 7 (Washington) – The Washington Redskins said defensive lineman Richard Marshall was placed on the team’s 
reserve list Tuesday. The Redskins said Marshall failed to report after they claimed him from the Green Bay Packers 
Thursday. Neither team has been able to locate Marshall, a spokesman said Tuesday. 
IMPROVED PACKERS COULD DO IT AGAIN 
SEPT 8 (Green Bay Press-Gazette) – The Colts’ Jim Parker was named the best blocker in the NFL for 1964. He was 
honored for same at the Thousand Yard banquet in Menasha in the spring of ’65. Presenting the award to his personal friend 



was the Packers’ Willie Davis…and sitting in the 
audience was the Pack’s Henry Jordan. Left guard Parker 
and right tackle Jordan said some nice things about each 
other that night since the two had been bumping heads 
for what seemed like years. Both experts in their field. 
Parker won’t look at Jordan when the Packers and Colts 
collide in their league opener in Milwaukee Saturday 
night. Big Jim will look at the aforementioned Mr. Davis. 
There’s been a switch…the versatile Parker has been 
moved from left guard to right tackle, which puts him 
across from his old pal, Mr. Davis. The change was 
necessitated by the retirement of George Preas. 
Reminded of his new opponent, Davis smiled 
Wednesday: “Yeah, I know. You don’t have to remind 
me.” The Pack’s all-pro defensive end said, “I’ve played 
against Preas for seven years now – that’s 14 or 15 ball 
games, and I always had the world of respect for him. 
He’s a fighter.” What about Parker? Willie shook his 
head – “I don’t know. I’m not sure about him. He’s 
bigger than Preas – about 30 pounds and he’s very agile.” 
Preas weighs about 245 – Parker around 275. Jordan will 
work against Dan Sullivan, a real Irishman out of Boston 
College. Sullivan, who backed up Parker at left guard 
and Bob Vogel at left tackle, has five years of 
experience. Henry said that Sullivan “is one of the better 
young one in their line,” and then added with a laugh: “If 
Willie does too good against Parker, they might move 
him back.” Left tackle Ron Kostelnik almost had a new 
opponent but Alex Sandusky decided against retirement 
and returned three weeks ago. Sandusky had decided 
after the Playoff Bowl last year to quit together. Right 
end Lionel Aldridge will again “view” Vogel. The 

Packers’ offensive tackles and guards will bump into a healthier Colt defensive line and the key figure will be Capt. Bob 
Skoronski at left tackle. Skoronski goes against Ordell Braase, who was below par in 1965 due to a groin pull. Braase is 
completely recovered and he had had an excellent preseason campaign. Right tackle Forrest Gregg, who won the best 
blocking award for his work in 1965, will have to contend with Lou Michaels, the left-footed kicker. Recently married, 
Michaels is off to his best start. The “inner linemen” could create quite a standoff, with Fuzzy Thurston working on Fred 
Miller and Billy Ray Smith going against Jerry Kramer. While the giant guards, tackles and ends will be walloping away, 
the key figures often become the centers in a battle of linemen – Ken Bowman and Bill Curry of the Packers and Dick 
Szymanski of the Colts. The centers many times wind up with nobody to block but with more red-dogging by the linebackers 
(and even by defensive backs) and stunting by linemen, the center is finding more and more head knocking. Szymanski has 
more pro service than the Pack’s two centers combined. The onetime Notre Dame star is starting his 11th season against 
Bowman’s third and Curry’s second. The Packers finished the heavy part of their practice week Wednesday with a hard 
hitting drill. At one stage, Coach Vince Lombardi put considerable stress on blocking for the passer – and picking of red 
dogs, in particular. A light drill was scheduled for today. The team will leave by bus for Milwaukee Friday morning and 
loosen up on County Stadium upon arrival. 
THE TAXI TEAM 
SEPT 8 (Green Bay Press-Gazette) – No, Virginia, a Taxi Team is not a fleet of Yellow Cabs. What is it then? Well, 
it’s…it’s aah, er, aah, well…Oh, heck, what is it, Don Weiss, NFL publicity director? “It’s strictly a private arrangement 
between a pro football team and an individual player for that player’s services even thought he is not on the team’s official 
roster.” Thank you, Don. With that start, maybe we can fill in the other answers to questions so many fans are asking about 
the taxi teams or the cab squads or the band squads or whatever you want to call them. In the first place, it is legal. There is 
no rule prohibiting this type of arrangement and virtually all the teams have a taxi team of some sort. Some years ago there 
was a move in the league to outlaw taxi teams, but the club owners agreed to continue the practice at the individual club’s 
option. What it amounts to is a team keeping a player around, even though he isn’t on the roster, and paying him to work 
out with the team every day as insurance against injuries or as a means of giving the player more experience in the hope 



that he will become a full-fledged, contributing member of the official roster some day. 
A team may keep as many of these “extra hands” as it wishes or is willing to pay. It may 
even lend the players to a minor league in sort of a farm system plan. But the key fact is 
that these players are under private contracts, not league-okayed contracts. As far as the 
league is concerned, these players are free agents, available to be signed by any team that 
wants them or that they can make a deal with. The league office is not even aware of who 
an individual team may have on its taxi squad or how many a team may carry. It is 
perfectly legal for these “taxis” to practice with the team. The league does not police this 
arrangement in any way. And the teams may or may not announce who they have on 
their taxi teams. Therefore, if the Packers had a taxi squad member named Hees Hopeless 
and the Bears decided they wanted to sign him, they could simply walk up to Hopeless 
and offer him a contract. And if Hopeless could get out of his personal service contract 
with the Packers, he would be free to sign with the Bears. And the Bears would not have 
to reimburse the Packers…ALL THEORETICAL: That’s all theoretical, of course, since 
there is probably (closer to undoubtedly) an unwritten rule among the teams that they 
won’t tamper with each other’s 
taxis without permission of the 
owning club. And if the Bears 
did sign Hopeless, they 
probably would give the 
Packers something in return – 
but as far as the league is 
officially concerned, it would 
not be required. How does a 
player get on the taxi team? If a 
player is put on waivers and no 
other team claims him, he 
becomes a free agent and the 
player is free to negotiate with 
any team he chooses. This is 
when his original team many 

times offers him a taxi berth. A player can be actuated from the 
taxi squad simply with a notification to the commissioner’s office 
along with the name of the player dropped to make room for him. 
So you see, Virginia – no? You still don’t understand? Call Mr. 
Weiss yourself, sweetie. 
PACKERS SLOW STARTERS, FAST FINISHERS UNDER 
LOMBARDI 
SEPT 9 (Green Bay Press-Gazette) – Friday Perch: The Packers 
have been slow starters, and mighty fast finished under Coach 
Vince Lombardi took over the club in ’59. The Lombardimen – in 
seven league starts – have won four and lost three. In the league 
windups, they’ve won five, lost none and tied two. Green Bay 
never opened a season against the Colts but that precedent will be 
snapped, of course, when the two belligerents meet in County 
Stadium Saturday night. This will be only the Packers’ second 
league opener in history in Beertown. The other was in 1961 and 
the Bays lost it – 17 to 13 against the Lions. The Packers’ slow 
start record might be due to the fact that they generally are wound 
up tight as ye olde drum. Here’s what happened in the seven 
previous openers; 1959 – Packers 9, Bears 6; 1960 – Bears 17, 
Packers 14; 1961 – Lions 17, Packers 13; 1962 – Packers 34, 
Vikings 7; 1963 – Bears 10, Packers 3; 1964 – Packers 23, Bears 
12; 1965 – Packers 41, Steelers 9. The finishes, by the way, have 
all been against the Rams and 49ers. The Bays played the two clubs 
to 24-all knots the last two years. Other finishers: 1959 – Packers 



36, 49ers 14; 1960 – Packers 35, Rams 14; 1961 – 
Packers 24, Rams 17; 1962 – Packers 20, Rams 17; 1963 
– Packers 21, 49ers 17. While tightness and tension 
might have been a problem in the past, the Packers – as 
a group – didn’t appear particularly tight in this week’s 
drilling. Lombardi has them as loose as possible – under 
the circumstances of facing their No. 1 challenger…The 
Packers outscored their foes in their seven openers by an 
average score of 19 to 11. They outscored their 
opponents by an average of 26 to 19 in the seven 
finishers. There ought to be a tale there...The Bays go 
into action Saturday night with three injured players – 
Billy Anderson, ribs; Bob Long, knee; and Ken 
Bowman, shoulder. All three will be available, however, 
but the injuries might knock Bowman and Anderson out 
of startinghood. Marv Fleming likely will open at tight 
end and Bill Curry at center…This has been quite a week 
in the Packer camp – two births and a 34-year-old 
veteran who just turned 30. Boyd Dowler and Lee Roy 
Caffey are passing out cigars in honor of new daughters, 
and Don Chandler just turned 34, but he insists that he’s 
merely 29. Lombardi took note of Chandler’s birthday 
the other day and had him lead calisthenics…Lombardi 
estimated that trades during the training season will give 
the Packers “between 10 and 13 picks in the first five 
rounds” of the next draft…The television people are 
making a lot of book on who’ll (ma or pa) get the run of 
the TV set Saturday night since the beauty contest will 
be on opposite the Packer-Colt game. There should be no 
question over that in our area but it can be reported that 
the beauty business – along with the game – will be 
carried in detail in Sunday’s Press-Gazette…Will you 
ever forget a stretch of about five minutes in the third 
quarter of the Packer-Colt game in Milwaukee last year? 
With the score 10-all, Paul Hornung jammed his neck 
and was helped off. Three plays later, Bart Starr, facing 
a fourth and one situation, pulled off a 19-yard keeper 
from the Bays’ own 12-yard line. And four plays later 

Starr was removed with an injury when he was thrown for a 12-yard loss. All turned out well when Zeke Bratkowski and 
Max McGee worked a 37-yard TD pass with three minutes left for a 20-17 victory…Packer-Colt games can be rough. The 
two teams’ star QBs, John Unitas and Bart Starr, each finished only one of the three games last year. Unitas went the route 
in the opener, but missed the second in Baltimore and the playoff. Starr didn’t finish the opener or the playoff but went wild 
in the show at Baltimore with three TD passes in completing 10 of 17 passes for 222 yards…The Packers worked out in 
County Stadium early this afternoon and then headed for the Pfister Hotel to sweat it out. The Colts passed up the usual 
look-at-the-park drill and weren’t scheduled to get in until tonight. They’re staying at the Hilton…PS – Sports Illustrated, 
in its latest issue, picks the Packers and Cowboys to saw it off for the NFL title. The magazine selects the Chiefs and Oilers 
in the AFL, but declines a prediction on the so-called Super Bowl. 
COLTS SLIGHT PICK OVER PACK IN BIG ONE TONIGHT 
SEPT 10 (Green Bay Press-Gazette) – Gather around, you armchair quarterbacks, and let’s figure out how the Packers can 
beat the Colts at County Stadium tonight. First off, it must be reminded that Coach Vince Lombardi operates on the theory 
that “you can do what you do best.” Quick now, what do the Packers do best? They defense the daylight out of their 
opponents and they run the ball. It follows that all you quarterbacks will call for (1) a tight defense and (2) some murderous 
running by Jim Taylor, Paul Hornung and possibly Elijah Pitts and those rookie surprises, Jim Grabowski and Donny 
Anderson. These approaches are basic, of course, for the Lombardimen, but there is a slight precedent. In the two Packer-
Colt league games last year, the Packers ran off twice as many rushing plays as they did passing in winning 20-17 in County 
Stadium and 42-27 in Baltimore. In each case, they got good defensive results despite the Colt 27 in the second 



game…GROUND GAME KEY: 
The Packers rushed 73 times and 
threw only 35 passes in the two 
games. In the Packer-Colt playoff, 
Green Bay had 39 rushes and 23 
passes. Though the passing of Bart 
Starr carries plenty of touchdown 
authority, the key to tonight’s crash 
might well be the Packers’ success 

on the ground. If Taylor and Hornung can gain 
consistently, the Packers will be able to maintain ball 
control and thus keep it away from John Unitas and 
remove some of the pressure from the defense. The 
experts, however, apparently aren’t sold on the Packers 
since the Colts go into action as a slight favorite. A live 
audience of more than 47,000 will view the colossal 
collision – not to mention a nationwide audience of 
millions via television. Kickoff is set for 8:36 (WJPG 
and WBAY-TV), though the actual program will start 
at 8:30…RECORD NINTH DEFENSE: Tonight’s 
game marks the opening of the NFL’s 45th season and 
the Packers’ record ninth defense of a championship. 
The Packers look the law of averages smack in the face 
tonight since they’ll be going for a fourth straight 
victory over the Colts. Green Bay won three over 
Baltimore in 1965 and needless to say the Colts will 
have all three losses in mind when they explode tonight. 
The Packers will be handicapped by injuries to three 
veterans, two of whom probably would have started. 
They are center Ken Bowman, tight end Bill Anderson 
and offensive end Bob Long. Bowman and Anderson 
figured to start, but Bill Curry probably will open at 
center and Marv Fleming at tight end. Both could play 
but they wouldn’t be at peak efficiency. All three were 
moving well during an enthusiastic drill at County 
Stadium Friday afternoon. One thing, incidentally, was 
noticeable during the workout: The Packers were quite 
loose and relaxed – a good sign. In fact, some of the 
boys had a lively volleyball (with a football) game 



going in the brief period before the drill…NEWCOMER 
ON DEFENSE: And everybody had a good laugh, 
including Lee Roy Caffey, who went deep for a pass and 
got hit on the head with the ball. Somebody yelled “two 
bits” when the pass snared big Lee Roy. Getting back to 
tonight’s proceedings, the Colts will look at a newcomer 
in the Packer defense. That would be Bob Jeter, who 
played but one quarter subbing for Doug Hart in the 
three games last year. He’ll be guarding Raymond 
Berry. Herb Adderley will have to look at Jimmy Orr 
and Willie Wood and Tom Brown must keep a special 
eye on John Mackey. And it will be up to Willie Davis, 
Ron Kostelnik, Hank Jordan, Lionel Aldridge, Ray 
Nitschke, Dave Robinson and Caffey to rush Unitas and 
keep such people as Tom Matte, Jerry Hill, Tony Lorick 
and Lenny Moore in check…LOT OF BLITZING: If the 
Packers are concerned with various Colt offensive stars, 
the Colt defensers will have their hands full with Taylor 
and fellow rushers and Boy Dowler, a long-time Colt 
thorn, Carroll Dale and Max McGee. The Colts likely 
will do a lot of blitzing and that’s the reason the big 
stress will be on the offensive linemen – Bob Skoronski, 
Forrest Gregg, Jerry Kramer and Bowman and/or Curry. 
It’ll be interesting, but keep this in mind. Tonight’s game 
is NOT for the championship. Thirteen games are ahead. 
UNITAS, COLT TARGETS SET TO BATTLE 
PACKERS 
SEPT 10 (Milwaukee-Baltimore Sun) – Ace passers 
Jimmy Orr and Raymond Berry are expected to be in the 
starting lineup, so the Colts should be at full strength 
here tonight when they go against the Green Bay Packers 
in a long-awaited battle expected to go far in deciding 
the NFL’s Western title. And the Colts will have a “new” 
face at quarterback in John Unitas, who missed the last 
two Packer games due to a knee injury. Otherwise, there 
is little difference in the squad that forced the divisional 
race into an extra week a year ago. The Packers 
prevailed over the Hosses all three 1965 meetings and 
went on to win the world title. Coach Don Shula and his 
troops aim to reverse the outcome this time around. 
Close to 50,000 fans will watch the NFL opener in 

County Stadium and record viewing audiences are anticipated via national television (WMAR-TV, Channel 2 here), despite 
bucking the popular Miss America contest on another network…ORR PULLED LEG MUSCLE: Orr, All-Pro flanker, 
pulled a leg muscle in Monday’s practice and didn’t participate in drills all week. But he reported steady improvement and 
said he should be ready to go. This is one that Orr, and all the other Colt players, didn’t want to miss. Berry, pass-catchingest 
player in pro football history, was injured prior to the first preseason game and didn’t see action until the final exhibition 
and then for just a few plays. Picking a winner in this one compares favorably to Russian roulette. The oddsmakers haven’t 
been able to settle on a solid choice, and the favorite’s role likely will be changing hands right up to gametime…COLTS 
SWEPT EXHIBITIONS: The Colts swallowed five preseason foes, while the Packers turned in a lukewarm 2-2 exhibition 
mark before winding up with a 37-10 rout of the New York Giants. The teams had no common opponents in preseason play. 
Offensively, the Packers and Colts have contrasting styles. The Hosses boast a top-notch passing attack with Unitas throwing 
to Orr, Berry, John Mackey and Willie Richardson. Their ground game is unspectacular…GREEN BAY RUSHING CLUB: 
Moving the ball along the ground is a Green Bay specialty. Fullback Jim Taylor and halfbacks Paul Hornung and Elijah 
Pitts are tough-to-tackle ball carriers. These offenses will find it difficult to move, however, against two of the top defensive 
outfits in the league. The Packer defense, sparked by middle linebacker Ray Nitschke, end Willie Davis and back Herb 
Adderley, is especially stingy against the pass, while the Colts’ veteran defensive crew, which features end Ordell Braase, 



middle linebacker Dennis Gaubatz and back Bob Boyd, is restrictive against the run…CUOZZO IN THE WINGS: 
However, the Packers didn’t have to face Unitas in two games, or even his highly regarded understudy, Gary Cuozzo, in the 
playoff battle a year ago. Both are now available after offseason operations and Unitas will try to bomb the champs with 
aerials, while Tom Matte, who put in a sting at quarterback against the Packers, can provide a boost to the running game. 
 

 
 

 



 



 



 



 



IMPROVED PACKERS COULD DO IT AGAIN 
SEPT 9 (Green Bay Press-Gazette) – “Packers Could 
Be Championship Team.” That was the headline on 
this same page in the 1965 Press-Gazette Packer 
edition. The story went on to say: “The Packers are a 
good football team. They could very well be a 
championship team this season. The Packers think 
they can win the championship.” That made pretty 
good (and optimistic) reading a year ago…and it 
looked especially good about 3:30 p.m. last Jan. 2 
when the Bays started their championship reign. This 
time has come for the Packers to defend their prized 
title, starting against the hard-trying No. 2 team, the 
Baltimore Colts, in Milwaukee Saturday night. A 
championship must improve to repeat since it must be 
assumed that the opposition has improved. The 
question is: How much have the Packers 
improved…if at all? The Packers have improved in 
four spots – fullback, right guard, right corner on 
defense, and the bench. Any two of them could spell 
a successful championship repeat. Green Bay won the 
title in 1965 with an unhealthy Jim Taylor, the 
Packers’ all-time fullback. He was saddled with a heel 
injury that reduced his efficiency all season – from his 
usual 1,000-plus yards to 734. The 1966 Taylor is a 
new man. He’s as strong as a bull and hungry for 
action. With Jim Brown retired, Taylor has a chance 
to become the league’s all-time ground gainer. Right guard stands for Jerry Kramer. A 
year ago Jerry was fresh from a series of operations that certainly cut down on his 
strength. He was eager but obviously not his all-pro self. This is an all-new season for 
Kramer. Right corner? Two nice guys are involved in this sport – Bob Jeter and Doug 
Hart. Hart won the job over Jeter a year ago, and Jeter played little until Hart was hurt 
early in the title game last January. Then, Jeter distinguished himself – especially with 
his work on Paul Warfield and his tackling of Jim Brown. The bench? Coach Vince 
Lombardi kept eight rookies, topped by the three No. 1’s – Donny Anderson, Jim 
Grabowski and Gale Gillingham, and those two fine defensive linemen, Jim Weatherwax 
and Bob Brown. The others are Dave Hathcock, Phil Vandersea and Allen Brown. 
Anderson and Grabowski were given a good test in the exhibition season and stand ready 
to furnish solid help – along with the reliable Elijah Pitts, who closed out preseason play 
against the Giants with 73 yards in three carries. Weatherwax and Brown give the Packers 
strong relief in the defense line for the first time in years. Hathcock has been a terror on 
enemy kickoff and punt returners. He’s the sixth defensive back. Down through the 
championship years, one of the key men has been the Golden Boy, Paul Hornung. Some 
folks started to count Paul out last year but he played one of the greatest games of his 
career in scoring five touchdowns against the Colts in Baltimore last year. And he 

finished it off with a strong performance in the title contest. Hornung fooled all of the so-called experts during the training 
season. He has never lost his dash and zest for football but this year he has shown much of his old-time power. The Packers 
have a little bit of question at tight end, where three players are still in competition, including rookie A. Brown. The others 
are Marv Fleming and Billy Anderson. Fleming figures to get the first start against the Colts, and the big guy proclaims that 
“I’m a new Fleming this year.” Anderson, who caught eight passes against the Colts in the playoff last year, has some 
injured ribs, and Brown is still in the green stage. The Packers hope to “pick up” the attack in ’66, compared to last year 
when they finished 11th in total yards, and that brings up Bart Starr, the Pack’s heady quarterback, who had his best night 
in the final exhibition against the Giants last Saturday. Starr and Zeke Bratkowski will carry the QB load. The starting 
defensive team, with the exception of Jeter, returns intact – Willie Davis, Lionel Aldridge, Hank Jordan and Ron Kostelnik 
in the line, Ray Nitschke, Lee Roy Caffey and Dave Robinson at linebacker, and Willie Wood, Tom Brown, and Herb 
Adderley in the backfield. The offensive line, which had its troubles at midseason of 1965, is strengthened with a stronger 



Kramer. His running mate at guard, Fuzzy Thurston, 
came up with an excellent game against the Giants. 
The tackles are set with Bob Skoronski, Willie Davis 
and Steve Wright. Ken Bowman and Bill Curry will 
share center. And there you are…It’s a good looking 
team – on the field and on paper, but they’ll have to 
prove their right to the title once again…just as they 
did last year! 
TAYLOR STRONGER THAN EVER 
SEPT 9 (Green Bay Press-Gazette) – Fullback Jim 
Taylor, who needs more strength the way New Jersey 
needs more mosquitoes, says he’s stronger than ever. 
“I’m in real good condition,” the fullback said. “It’s 
hard to explain the way I feel. This year I feel real 
good. I feel terrific.” The leg miseries that kept him 
from gaining more than 1,000 yards last season for 
the first time since 1959 are apparently a thing of the 
past. “I feel I’m going to have as good a season as I’ve 
ever had,” said the 30-year-old veteran of eight NFL 
campaigns. “I feel better than I’ve ever felt.” Taylor 
was hit in only a few games last season when he was 
held to only 734 yards and a 3.5 rushing average. 
“I’ve got a lot of pride that I can be a top back in this 
league, but I know it will take a lot of hard work. It 
certainly takes a lot more work than it did six years 
ago. So, in the offseason, I started bicycle work for a 
couple of weeks. That’s pedaling a stationary bike. 
Then I did a lot of jogging up and down the steps at 
LSU. And I did quite a bit of weightlifting. I’ve been 
as serious as I’ve ever been with the weights. I stayed 
very conscious of good conditioning. It’s not easy. 
You really have to want to pay the price and work like 
heck. It requires quite a price to be in top condition so 
that you can get maximum effort out of your body.” Taylor said the signing of Jim 
Grabowski was not a goad, but getting reestablished as a top back was. “I can’t be content 
with anything,” Taylor said. “I want to continue to strive and excel and be a little bit 
better. It’s just an inner feeling I have that I won’t stop.” Taylor’s conditioning program 
was primarily designed to help his legs. “Looking back at films of last year, you can see 
that I was limping the whole ball game. It was just like running through the ball game on 
one leg. Now, I have the sense that I have good legs under me. I can carry a little more 
weight and I have more endurance and stamina. With good legs, you feel good. You can 
move and cut. You have to pay a price for this. But if you pay it, you’re to outlast some 

people that aren’t willing to pay it.” 
LOSING BATTLE OF BELTIME HELPED GILLINGHAM 
SEPT 9 (Green Bay Pres-Gazette) – Partially because he lost the age-old battle of the beltline, Gale Gillingham today ranks 
as one of the most promising rookies in the celebrated 1966 crop raised by Coach Vince Lombardi. Tough fight though it 
was, the battle was lost in Gillingham’s junior year at the University of Minnesota. As a freshman, the onetime Gopher All-
State prep star was hailed as a block-busting fullback. He dropped out of school as a sophomore, but as a junior he finally 
found his way back to the gridiron and again lined up in the fullback position. “I weighed 235 pounds that year, and the 
coach wanted me to lose 15 pounds. And I tried, but I just couldn’t do it,” Gale recalled this week. “I kept trying, but it just 
didn’t work so finally I asked if I could be moved to tackle. We had a bit of a shortage there that year and so the coaches 
agreed.” The move turned out to be as profitable as the Manhattan Island bargain, and Gillingham played as a regular 
offensive and defensive tackle for two years with the Golden Gopher. And toward the end of last season, his senior 
campaign, the ex-fullback was drafted in the first round by the Packers, joining the highly trumpeted Donny Anderson and 
Jim Grabowski to give the Bays a real would-you-believe combination of three first-round draftees. The dollar signs wafting 
from the Anderson and Grabowski signings have left Gillingham just a bit dull by comparison, though. Of the elite eight 



fledglings who have secured spots on the 
Packer roster, however, only Allen Brown 
figures to outplay the former high school 
discus champion, based on preseason 
performances, and Brown is something of a 
ringer in a rookie herd. Brown, a third round 
draftee from Mississippi who spent last year 
on the taxi squad, is in the thick of the scrap 
for the starting tight end position while 
Gillingham is the No. 3 guard behind 
veterans Jerry Kramer and Fuzzy Thurston. 
The other survivors of Lombardi’s whittling 
project are defensive end Bob Brown, 
defensive tackle Jim Weatherwax, 
linebacker Phil Vandersea and defensive 
back Dave Hathcock. But while Anderson 
and Grabowski have had the fanfare ringing 
in their ears, Gillingham laughs about it 
passing him by. “I like it better that way. The 
less pressure there is the more relaxed you 
can be and the faster you can learn,” he 
reminds. And he has learned fast, although 
he is quick to point out that “Sure, I want to 
play but right now I’m still a long way 
behind our other two guards.” Having given 
into nature, Gale is now a well-muscled 6-
feet-3, 255 pounds, but his fine 5.9 seconds 
time in the 50-yard dash spells his success 
secret. “Physically, everybody is great when 
you get to this level,” he discovered, “so it’s 
the guy who the quickest that gets the job 
done.” The biggest difference between 
college and pro ball for an offensive lineman 
is in pass blocking, the Madison, Wis., 
native feels. “In college, we just sort of 
butted heads and the other guy would stop. Here, they’re 
all better rushers and they really hit you, knock you, use 
their hands and run around you,” he points out. But there 
are other differences. “It takes a while to learn the pro 
system,” he volunteers. “I think reporting early from the 
All-Star camp (because of an injured arm) really helped 
me a lot. For instance, Jim and Donny are just beginning 
to fit into it now. I don’t think systems from pro team to 
pro team would be hard to adjust to, but there is a big 
change from college to pro. Here we have what is called 
doo-dad blocking, which means that when you man 
moves, you switch to taking someone else. We never did 
that in college.” Another major factor is his play at guard, 
Gillingham sincerely feels, is the fact that he was once a 
fullback. Explaining, he says that as a fullback he had to 
get out in front of the halfbacks on sweeps in just about 
the same manner he does as a pulling guard. Speaking for 
what probably all the rookies…and perhaps most of the 
veterans…feel, the 22-year-old pro sprout is happy the 
training camp is over and the cuts have been made. “It’s quite a feeling,” he reveals, “you work hard to make it and, after 
all, these are the world champions, the best team in football.” How hard did they work? “Well, I haven’t even had a chance 



to see much of Green Bay yet,” Gillingham chuckled. 
“About all I’ve seen is one store, a movie theater, and 
this place.” The latter is a Danz Avenue trailer court 
where Gale, his wife and two children set up 
housekeeping for the duration. But while Gillingham 
could find no serious complaints about camp, neither 
could any of the other rookies, all of whom received 
unusually ample opportunities to display their talent 
under game pressure. Never before has a Lombardi 
freshman corps been given such latitude and never 
before have the yearlings responded with such 
gratifying results. Grabowski, successor to the fabled 
Red Grange in Illinois and Big Ten rushing records, 
slammed his way to an average of 5.3 yards per carry 
in preseason hammering while Anderson, collegiate 
co-player of the year with Grabowski last year, 
demonstrated his voluminous gifts in bursts that 
netted him 59 yards rushing and 33 more yards on 
four pass receptions. Brown, still hampered by 
annoying injuries, grabbed four passes for 51 
yards. Weatherwax and Bob Brown, both 6-
feet-7 and over 260 pounds, pushed veterans 
Lloyd Voss and Rich Marshall out of jobs. 
Dave Hathcock outlasted a multitude of 
defensive backs vying for the reserve position 
vacated by Henry Gremminger and Phil 
Vandersea provided a solid enough gridder to 
move from fullback to linebacker, where he 
had never played before, and make his 
presence felt.  
‘I’D RATHER WIN THAN SET 
RECORDS’ – CHANDLER 
SEPT 9 (Green Bay Press-Gazette) – “I hope I 
kick 100 PATs,” Don Chandler, Green Bay’s 
field goal artist, put into a kicker’s word the old 
bromide, “I’d rather win than set records.” If 
Chandler kicks 100 points after touchdown, the 
Packers will breeze home to another NFL title. 
The all-time record for touchdowns is 64 by the 
1950 Los Angeles Rams. Chandler led the NFL 
in scoring in 1963, when he contributed 106 
points to the New York Giants. He got a bigger 
boot out of winning the championship with 
Green Bay last year. “Beating Baltimore for the 
Western Conference title was thrilling,” said 
the man whose field goals tied and won the 
sudden death playoff. “But the biggest kick I 
ever got was winning the championship. After 
all, I have been with five straight losers at New 
York since we won in 1956. Winning is the big thing.”…OLD-FASHIONED WAY: In a day when the soccer-style kicking 
of the Gogolak brothers has captured the fancy of the public, Chandler continues to kick the old-fashioned way. “That soccer 
style seems to be pretty effective,” said the 32-year-old veteran of 11 pro seasons. “But I’d be afraid to try it. The good ones 
seem to be exceptional.” Although Chandler’s big contributions in 1965 were his 17 field goals in 26 attempts and 37 PATs, 
he got a big charge out of a 90-yard punt against San Francisco. It was only four yards short of the record of 94 set by the 
late Fats Henry of Canton, Ohio, in 1923. “I got it over the head of the safety man and in and out of the end zone,” said 
Chandler. “The line of scrimmage was the 10 so it went as a 90-yarder. I know when I kicked my left foot was on the goal 



line.”…PULL ONCE A YEAR: “I kicked one longer than that in a practice game at Albuquerque years ago. But you don’t 
kick over the head of people up here. In that same game against the 49ers, I got away for a 28-yard run from punt formation. 
You can only pull that about once a year.” Chandler considers the trade that sent him from New York to Green Bay after 
the 1964 season the greatest break he ever got. “The Giants did me a big favor,” he said. “With Green Bay, you always have 
a chance at that championship.” 
 

 
AP PICKS COLTS, COWBOYS TO WIN TITLES 
SEPT 9 (New York) – There is a tendency to give Green Bay the Western 
Conference title in the NFL by acclamation on the strength of (1) the victory 
over Cleveland last January, (2) the romp over the College All-Stars, and (3) the 
addition of Donny Anderson and Jim Grabowski. However, there are caution 
signs flickering on the control board. The Packers had their troubles with the 
Chicago Bears and Dallas, although Vince Lombardi did experiment with 
rookies. The Packers scored a grand total of one touchdown in those two games 
and the offense was spotty. Green Bay, Baltimore and Chicago could fit under a 
blanket in the West with San Francisco and Minnesota ready to step in if anybody 
stumbles. Los Angeles is shooting at the moon with a rebuilt defense, and only 
Detroit appears out of it, despite its usual rugged defense. Baltimore lost three straight to the Packers last year, twice in 
regular season and once in the overtime tie playoff. They meet for the first time this year on opening night, Saturday, a game 
that could decide the championship. The Packers are loaded, no question about that. Anderson and Grabowski, behind Paul 
Hornung and Jim Taylor, may prove an unbeatable combination. Still, you can’t forget the way the defense had to bail out 
the Packers last fall…UNITAS HEALTHY: The pick here is Baltimore with Johnny Unitas healthy again, backed by Gary 
Cuozzo. And let’s not forget Tom Matte. The Colts are tough on defense, a good match for the Packers with a strong pass 
rush, steady linebacking and a capable secondary. Problems in the offensive line were partially solved by the return from 
retirement of Alex Sandusky, veteran guard and key pass blocker. If Sam Ball, the No. 1 draft from Kentucky, doesn’t cut 
it at tackle, Jim Parker will do the job. Actually, it comes down to Unitas over Bart Starr and the experienced receivers like 
Raymond Berry and Jimmy Orr plus some capable rookies. Neither Jerry Hill nor Tony Lorick is a Jim Taylor at fullback 
but they do a capable job. It was the original intention here to pick the Bears to take it all. That was before Andy Livingston 
was injured in the Packer exhibition game and lost for the season. Gale Sayers looks better than ever and the addition of 
John Paluck, (if he decides to come out of retirement) strengthens the defensive line. It is a tossup between the Vikings and 
49ers for the next spot. The Vikings do have the double threat of Tommy Mason and Bill Brown, plus scrambling Francis 
Tarkenton. Norm Van Brocklin has been trying his best to build a fire under the lagging defense. George Allen thinks his 
Los Angeles Rams can win nine games and talks about taking it all in his first year as head coach. The strength of the Rams 
still is defense with the front four of Deacon Jones, Merlin Olsen, Rosey Grier and Lamar Lundy. Allen has brought in a 
fine crew of veteran linebackers like Bill George, Myron Pottios, Maxie Baughan and Jack Pardee and has added Irv Cross, 
from Philadelphia, to the secondary. The Rams do not have much speed in their 
backfield or receivers. Roman Gabriel and Bill Munson like to throw to tricky 
Tommy McDonald and Jack Snow. The loss of Marlin McKeever will hurt. Tom 
Moore and Dick Bass will handle the main running chores. Harry Gilmer has 
trouble at Detroit after a series of holdouts and walkouts in training camp. Alex 
Karras and Roger Brown still will haunt enemy passer with help from Darris 
McCord and Larry Rand. The linebacking is weaker without Joe Schmidt, and 
the deep defense is just fair. The Lions’ lack of a consistent attack will kill them. 
Milt Plum has been erratic and none of the runner have been moving the 
ball…EASTERN: With Jim Brown gone, the Eastern Conference of the NFL 
looks like a wide open race. Dallas, Cleveland and New York all have a chance 
with St. Louis and Philadelphia on the fringe. Washington, Philadelphia and the 
new Atlanta Falcons should be fighting for what’s left. The pick here is Dallas in a tight fit with the Browns. The Cowboys 
have a solid defensive team and should have enough offense if Bob Hayes, Mel Renfro and Don Meredith stay in one piece. 
Tom Landry has revised the Cowboy offense once again. He has installed a rollout series for Meredith to spread the defense 
for his pair of pony running backs, Don Perkins and Renfro. The key move has been the switch of Renfro, a flashy halfback 
at Oregon, from safety to running back. Nobody has caught Hayes yet and the world’s fastest human is beginning to learn 



the tricks and intricate pass patterns of pro football after 
a sensational rookie year as split end…THIN ON 
OFFENSE: Injuries, of course, could ruin the Cowboys 
for they are very thin on the offensive side. The front 
line must do much better in pass blocking than it did a 
year ago. Landry expects the return of Tony Liscio to 
help. Right tackle Bob Lilly is the all-pro in the 
defensive machine which may have a hole at Renfro’s 
old safety job. Renfro’s ability to handle a running back 
job can transform the Cowboys from a 7-7 team to a 
winner. The retirement of Jim Brown has to bring the 
Browns back to the pack. Leroy Kelly is a 6-foot, 195-
pound back with good speed and fine moves but he is 
not Jim brown. Teamed with Ernie Green, Kelly gives 
the Browns a string running game. Naturally, the 
Browns will do more passing this year. Frank Ryan’s 
sore arm worried the club in the training season. Ryan 
and Jim Ninowski have fine targets in Paul Warfield, 
who missed all of last season except the title game, Gary 
Collins and Walt Roberts. Milt Morin, the rookie right 
end, may belong in the Mike Ditka-Ron Kramer 
class…SOMEWHAT OF MYSTERY: The Giants are 
somewhat of a mystery because of doubts about the 
ability of rookie tackles, Francis Peay and Don Davis, 
to handle the experienced defensive ends in the league. 
Allie Sherman also is short on defensive tackles. 
However, the Giants’ offense with Earl Morrall passing 
and men like Tucker Frederickson, Ernie Koy, Chuck 
Mercein and Steve Thurlow running is potent. Joe 
Morrison and Homer Jones are Morrall’s top receivers, 
a department in which the club could use more speed. 
Pete Gogolak’s kicking could mean the difference in 
tight ball games, lost last year by a lack of a field goal 
kicker. The young linebackers and Em Tunnell’s 
Gremlins in the secondary should be better with 
experience. Charley Winner, a defensive master at 
Baltimore, has inherited a man sized job at St. Louis. 
Luke Owens’ retirement left a big hole in the defensive 
line, but Pat Fischer, Larry Wilson and Jerry Stovall are 
rough pass defenders. The fate of the Cardinals depends 
on the ability of Charley Johnson to come back after a 
shoulder operation and regain that TD pass touch to 
Sonny Randle, Bobby Joe Conrad and Bill Gambrell. 
Bill Triplett and Willie Crenshaw must stay healthy, 
and rookie Johnny Roland must come through. A new 

system takes time to install but they should be coming on strong at the end. Otto Graham found himself short of running 
backs in his new job at Washington and inherited problems at the offensive line. When John Paluck decided to quit he was 
later traded to Chicago, he left a gap in the defensive line…SHUFFLING PERSONNEL: Graham spent most of the training 
season shuffling personnel and scanning the waiver lists. Halfback Ron Rector, acquired from Green Bay, should help 
Charley Taylor and George Hughley and men like Jack Kupp and Mitch Johnson should give Sonny Jurgensen a little 
protection. Pittsburgh also has its problems. Bill Austin took over a cellar club with a 2-12 record and has been shifting 
people all during the last summer. When Austin is finished, he will have a strong offensive line. Quarterback Bill Nelsen 
still is on trial, and he has good receivers to help him in Gary Ballman, Roy Jefferson and John Hilton. Atlanta’s defense 
shows promise, especially Ron Smith at cornerback and Tommy Nobis at middle linebacker. The offense is spotty. Dennis 
Claridge is the passer now, but Randy Johnson may take over eventually. As is to be expected, Coach Norb Hecker is 
making changes daily as he looks at his rookies and expansion draft veterans in actual combat. 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 

 
 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 


