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Green Bay Packers (3-1) 30, Los Angeles Rams (3-1) 28
Sunday October 16th 1955 (at Milwaukee)

Packers Tip Rams 30-28 on Last-Minute Cone FG

Carmichael Runback
Sets Up Payoff Boot

Al Lugs Punt 40 Yards; Fred's
Third Goal in Last 24 Seconds

500 Greet Packers

A cheering throng of more
than 500 fans, ignoring a
steady drizzle, greeted the
victorious Packers as they

arrived at the Chicago &
North Western depot here at
9 o'clock Sundav night.

Green Bay Packers nipped Los Angeles
Rams 30-28 when Fred Cone kicked 26-
yard field goal (his third of game) with 24

seconds to play. Tobin Rote passed for
three Green Bay touchdowns, helped move
Packers into three-way tie with beaten

Rams and Baltimore in Western Conference
of National Football League.

Chicago Bears snapped three-game los-
ing streak, handed disillusioned Baltimore
Colts first defeat 38-10 on running of husky
Rookie Rick Casares, accurate passing of
George Blanda and Bob Williams.

Cleveland Browns, on march again after
slow start, throttled Washington Redskinsg'
passing attack, won 24-14 to keep pace with
Pittsburgh at top of Eastern Conference.

Piitsburgh Sieelers’ Jimmy Finks, call-
ing plays with daring of gambler, engi-

neered Steelers to 13-T vietory over favored
Philadelphia, pushed Eagles into cellar.
San Francisco 49ers rallied for 21 points
in fourth quarter, scored winning touch-
down on Joe Perry's run in closing minutes
to edge Detroit 27-24, just about eliminat-
ed winless Lions from title contention.
New York Giants made home debut,
celebrated by outsplashing Chicago Car-
dinals 10-0 in driving rainstorm on touch-
down by Frank Gifford, 28-vard field goal

by aging kicking-specialist Ben Agajanian.

GAME RECAP (GREEN BAY PRESS-GAZETTE)

(MILWAUKEE) - “Ol’ Pineapple” saved the Packers
from a most embarrassing defeat before 26,960
spectators here in County Stadium here Sunday
afternoon. Freddie Cone, quietly known as Pineapple
because he was born in a hamlet by that tasty name in
Alabama 29 years ago, booted a 25-yard field goal in the
last 24 seconds to give Green Bay a pressure-cooked 30
to 28 victory over the Los Angeles Rams. The icy-
nerved Cone kicked three field goals Sunday — not to
mention three extra points, and the Packers needed
every one of his 12 markers to go with Tobin Rote’s touchdown passes to Veryl
Switzer, Gary Knafelc and Billy Howton. The hair-raising experience threw the
Packers into a three-way deadlock for first place in the Western Division with Los
Angeles and the Baltimore Colts, who were handed their first loss by the Chicago
Bears. Green Bay, Los Angeles and Baltimore each has 3-1 records today but there’s
no relief ahead — especially for the Packers who face the world champion Cleveland
Browns in Cleveland next Sunday. The Packers threatened to blow the Rams out of
the stadium for a spell, opening up a 24-7 lead early in the third quarter before the
Rams closed it to 24-14, 24-21 and 27-21 when the following happened: With 3:50
left in the game, Rote threw his fourth interception of the day - to Jim Cason, who
grabbed it on the Packer 24 in the flat and raced into the end zone for six points. Les
Richter booted the extra point that put the Rams in the lead 28-27. The Packers
worked to midfield from their own 24 when Cason intercepted Rote's long throw on
the Ram 15 with 2:13 left. That seemed to be "it" but the Packer defense never
faltered, quickly forcing Norm Van Brocklin to punt with 1:47 left. Al Carmichael, a
Los Angeles resident, grabbed the punt on the Packer 30, shifted to his right as Breezy
Reid bumped away two Rams and set sail in a half-dozen different speeds to the Ram
30 - a clutch run of 40 yards that stands as the game's turning point. About a minute
remained when Rote ran wide on the first play for 11 yards to the Ram 19. He ran the
same play but this time stumbled over Buddy Brown for no gain. Now it was Cone's
turn. The seconds had ticked down to 24 when Rote received the perfect snap from
center Jim Ringo, set 'er down and awaited Cone's follow through. The line held tough
and the ball sailed about two feet inside the left upright, with plenty of distance. The
Rams had 16 seconds left and ran two plays. Van Brocklin slipped on the first and
Jerry Helluin fell on him for a seven-yard loss. Van threw to Tom Fears for eight on
the last effort and the fans stormed the field. Cone's 34, 45 and 25-yard field goals
gave him a total of eight in 13 attempts in four games thus far in this league season -
an average of two per game. He had his best FG season in '54 with nine in 16 tries,
and his career mark now stands at 28, tying Clarke Hinkle's total and reaching within
eight of Ted Frisch's Packer high of 36. Cone had a similar last-second shot in '51,




beating the old New York Yanks 29-27 with a 16-yard
boot. It would have been a terrible shame if the Packers
had lost Sunday because the Rams were handed two
outright gift touchdowns. On the Packers' second play
of the game, Andy Robustelli scooped up a fumble
pitchout from Rote to Howie Ferguson and rumbled 18
yards for a 7-0 LA lead. The other gift was Cason's
interception return near the end. Thus, the Packers had
defensed the Rams down to two touchdowns - the first
a 66-yard drive, climaxed by Bill Wade's 15-yard toss
to Ronnie Waller in the third quarter, and the second on
a 35-yard push set in motion on the first of Cason's three
interceptions, Waller scoring from five yards out on the
first play of the fourth quarter. The Packers led at the
end of every quarter, 10-7 after the first on Cone's first
field goal and Rote's seven-yard strike to Switzer; 17-7
at the half on Rote's 16-yard toss to Knafelc; 24-14 after |
the third on a 57-yard Rote-Howton pass play; and, oh
joy, 30-28 on Cone's two field goals after the fourth
frame. Until midway in the third quarter - in fact, when
it started to rain, Rote had the Rams nuts with his
passing. In those first 37 minutes, Rote had hurled three
touchdown passes, tying Cecil Isbell's all-time Packer
mark of 59 TD throws with his first and adding to it with
his next two. He had thrown 20 times and completed 10
for 123 yards. Rote had the Pack on the Ram 22, first
down, with the score 24-14 when the rain came. Maybe
the steady moisture was a good luck charm for the Rams
and maybe it buttered Rote's throwing hand, but three
plays later Bill Sherman intercepted a popped up pass
intended for Knafelc in the end zone. That was the first . i .

interception off Rote in 106 consecutive passes he had thrown without an interception since the opener against Detroit.
Sherman grabbed another Rote pass three minutes later and Cason followed with three steals. Rote finished with 19
completions in 40 throws for 255 yards. Howton and Knafelc, driving the tough Ram outfield slightly batty, snared 14
passes between 'em with Howton squeezing eight for 158 yards and Knafelc six for 72. The Packers needed every bit of air
yardage they could get. Their ground game was damaged badly when fullback Howie Ferguson was hurt early but still
crunched 37 yards in 14 tries. Reid added 53 in 12 to help keep the Rams honest. The Packer defense shouldn't be charged
with 28 points, the highest total against it this season. The Rams didn't connect on a long pass all afternoon and the first one
Van Brocklin tried Val Joe Walker leaped in front of swift Bob Boyd to intercept. Deral Teteak and Roger Zatkoff also
turned in interceptions, making a total of eight in the game for both teams. Walker's interception came on the Rams' third
play of the game after they received. The fans set off a cheer but quickly quieted when Robustelli grabbed the fumble and
raced for six. Les Richter booted the first of four extra points. After an exchange of punts, the Packers started a field goal
drive from their own 27. Ferguson, Reid and Rote ran for 14 and Reid crashed 21 to the Ram 38. Rote pitched to Knafelc
for nine and Ferguson made it a first down on the 26. The attack stalled and Cone field goaled from the 34 for a 7-3 count.
The Rams missed a first down by a foot and the Packers started from their own 37 for a touchdown. On third down, Rote
hurled to Howton for 19 and then hit the same receiver for 11. After Ferguson lost one, Rote bullseyed Howton for 21 to
the Ram 13. Rote made five on a keeper, sent Fergie to the seven and then whaled a strike to Switzer on the goal line wide
to the left for the count. Cone made it 10-7. On the third play of the second heat, Teteak intercepted Van Brocklin's pass on
the Ram 43 and returned to the 34, with John Martinkovic putting on a good rush on Van. Ferguson moved 13 yards in two
tries to the 21 and Reid slammed to the 16 from where Rote hit Knafelc around the five and Gary slashed over three Rams
for the score, 17-7. Before the half ended, Richter was short on a field goal from the 44 and Fears was low and wide on a
FG from the 36. The Packers, receiving the second half kickoff, started on their own 28 and had a TD in four plays. Ferguson
ran two and then Rote hurled to Howton for 15 to the Packer 45. Cone lost two but on the next play Howton took Rote's
pass on the Ram 44, pivoted around Hughes and Burroughs, and ran down the sidelines for the score. Cone's kick made it
24-7. The Rams ate up 66 yards in six plays to tighten the game. Wade threw five passes and ran once himself in the drive.
He hurled to Boyd for 12 and Elroy Hirsch for 13 before running 14. He then hit Boyd for 14, incompleted one to Boyd and




then caught Waller for the touchdown. Rote then
completed two passes to Knafelc for 31 yards and
one to Howton for 15 before Sherman intercepted in

the end zone. The Packers made Van Brocklin punt |

but on their second play Sherman intercepted on the
Ram 18 and raced back to the Packer 46. The Rams
picked up a first down to the 35 on two runs before
the Packers stiffened. Richter tried a field goal from
the 42 but it was short and Switzer returned from the
five to the Packer 45. A holding penalty hurt the
Packers but not as much as Cason's interception of a
Rote screen pass on the Packer 35. Van Brocklin
threw to Boyd for 22 to the 13. Waller ran it over in
three straight carries - the last on the first play of the
fourth quarter and it was 24-21. With a good runback
of Switzer, the Packers started from their 37 and
threatened. Rote hit Howton for 11, Knafelc for 17
on two passes and Switzer for six to the Ram 29. The
Rams hammered Rote back nine yards and on fourth

down Cone blasted a field goal from 45 yards out, the ball clearing yards to spare, for 27-21. The Rams started to get frisky
with a first down at midfield but Zatkoff intercepted on the Packer 42 and ran to the Rams 48. The Packers couldn't budge
and Dick Deschaine punted nicely out of bounds on the 11. After Martinkovic tossed Waller back four yards, Waller raced
18 yards, fumbled and saw Fears recover on the 25. The Rams made another first down but a timely tackle by Nate Borden
forced Van Brocklin to punt. The Packers, with 4:47 left, started from their own 14. Fergie made four in two tries after
which Cason grabbed Rote's pass for a touchdown. The heroics followed.

LOS ANGELES -
- 10 7
LOS ANGELES

GREEN BAY

First Downs
Rushing-Yards-TD

33-151-1

Att-Comp-Yd-TD-Int 312-12-116-1-3

Sacked-Yards

Net Passing Yards
Total Yards
Fumbles-lost
Turnovers

Yards penalized

SCORING

7 14 - 28
7 6 - 30
GREEN BAY
16 20
36-112-0
40-19-255-3-5
1-7 3-24
109 231
260 343
2-0 2-1
3 6
3-25 2-26

Ist - LA - Andy Robustelli, 18-yard fumble recovery (Les Richter kick) LOS ANGELES 7-0

Ist - GB - Fred Cone, 34-yard field goal LOS ANGELES 7-3

Ist - GB - Veryl Switzer, 7-yard pass from Tobin Rote (Cone kick) GREEN BAY 10-7
2nd - GB - Gary Knafelc, 16-yard pass from Rote (Cone kick) GREEN BAY 17-7

3rd - GB - Billy Howton, 57-yard pass from Rite (Cone kick) GREEN BAY 24-7

3rd - LA - Ron Waller, 15-yard pass from Billy Wade (Richter kick) GREEN BAY 24-14

4th - LA - Waller, 5-yard run (Richter kick) GREEN BAY 24-21
4th - GB - Cone, 45-yard field goal GREEN BAY 27-21

4th - LA - Jim Cason, 25-yard interception return (Richter kick) LOS ANGELES 28-27

4th - GB - Cone, 25-yard field goal GREEN BAY 30-28

RUSHING

GREEN BAY - Breezy Reid 12-53, Howie Ferguson 14-37, Tobin Rote 6-26, Fred Cone 4-(-4)
LOS ANGELES - Ron Waller 16-77 1 TD, Tom McCormick 11-46, Billy Wade 5-25, Norm Van Brocklin 1-3

PASSING
GREEN BAY - Tobin Rote 40-19-2553 TD 5 INT

LOS ANGELES - Norm Van Brocklin 14-3-34 3 INT, Billy Wade 17-9-82 1 TD

RECEIVING



GREEN BAY - Billy Howton 8-158 1 TD, Gary Knafelc 6-72 1 TD, Veryl Switzer 2-14 1 TD, Joe Johnson 1-10, Fred

Cone 1-7, Breezy Reid 1-(-6)

LOS ANGELES - Bob Boyd 4-53, Elroy Hirsch 3-36, Tom Fears 2-9, Tom McCormick 2-3, Ron Waller 1-15 1 TD

Punt Return Killed Us, Gillman;

Packers Sharp

in First Half, Liz

PUNT RETURN 'KILLED US', GILLMAN; PACKERS SHARP IN FIRST HALF, L1Z
OCT 17 (Milwaukee) - Swarthy Sid Gillman, rookie head coach of the Los Angeles Rams, was openly bitter over his first
losing venture in the NFL at County Stadium Sunday afternoon. "If it wasn't for that punt return (Al Carmichael's clutch

runback) we would have had 'em," the former
University of Cincinnati mentor rapped, out of the
corner of his mouth. "That killed us," Gillman growled,
adding wryly - half to himself. "It was a hell of a punt,
00." Did he feel that the Rams might have been
overconfident? "No, we had no reason to be," he said
brusquely. "We were ready for this game, there's no
question about that. We just eked one out over
Pittsburgh, barely beat San Francisco and beat Detroit
by only seven." How did he compare the Packers with
this trio? Apparently still seething inwardly, he snapped
back, "They're no better or no worse than anybody else.
They're all tough in this league." Had any phase of
Packer operations posed a particular problem? "They've
just got a good ball club," Gillman, who obviously
would much rather have been along with his thoughts,
replied impatiently, "They do everything well - just like
everybody in this league." Elsewhere in the Los
Angeles locker dressing room. Elroy (Crazy Legs)
Hirsch, natty once again in a gray suit after doffing his
mud-spattered uniform, was more congenial. "I never
saw Rote sharper," Hirsch said, shaking his head. "The
Packers have more speed this year, too. They're a good
fighting club. We were probably lucky to be that close,"
Elroy admitted, although he observed that "of course,
we played probably our poorest game of the year
today." Had he been serious in his recent statement that
this was absolutely his last season? "I'll swear to that,"
he grinned..."Carmichael's punt return saved us,"
Bobby Dillon declared as the Packers made their way
through a dark corridor to the dressing room beneath
County Stadium, the strains of "Happy Days are Here
Again" played with "winning" gusto by the Lumberjack
band, following them in. "Where's that Carmichael?"
Head Coach Liz Blackbourn called out as he came in.
"Here, coach," Al responded from in front of his locker.
"That's the way to bring 'em back," Liz told him. Al felt,
en route, that he might have gone all the way. "One guy
spun me around," he related, "and I was just getting up
my speed again when somebody else hit me and put me

 GREEN BAY

Green Bay Scoring: Touchdowns—
Switzer (8 pass from Rote, 14:56 of
llrsu Knafele (16, pass from Rote,

2:25 of second), Howton (57, pass
frou Rote, 1:49 of third). Field
Goals—Cone 3 (M. 9:24 of first; 45,
1:40 of fourth; 25 14:38 of fourth).
Pet PS OP Extra Points—Cone 3.

Pineapple!

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE
({Western Division )

WLTY

31 0 350 a4 72
| Officials: Referee—Jlohn Pace; Um-
k::l.l::‘r:m : : : ;: :: : pire—James Crowe: Head Linesman
, San Praneisco 2 2 0 300 4104 =Dan Tehan; Back Judge—Yans
:‘,h:;' ‘o o ; : : j.": a ;; :a‘_llnc!. Field Judge—Charles Swee-
etro i & |
(Eastern Division) [TEAM STATISTICS: Pack. J
| WLT l'rt rs OP First downs rushing . 0 10
Pittsburgh 310 64 First downs passing 1 L]
Cleveland .3 10 'm m 61 First downs penalties 1 "
Chi. Cardinals 2 2 0 500 3 51 TOTAL FIRST DOWNS pd 16
\\nhl.n‘ . & 2 0 500 K2 9 Yards gained rushing lu 151
Philadelphia 1 3 0 230 Bl &2 Yards gained ssing e
New York 1 3 0 250 6 85 TOTAL YARDS (-\l\m 351 %7,
SATURDAY NIGHT'S RESULT e e B N
Pittsburgh 14, Philadelphia 7. Had intercepted 5 1
SUNDAY'S RESULTS PR, Sees returned 83 9
GREEN BAY 30, LOS Q\GFLEI 8. P!‘ll‘llh\l AvVerage M“n ”
San Francisco 27, Detroit 24. 'No. of punts returned by ] 2
Cleveland 24, Wash on | T Yards punts returned k] L]
Chicago Bears 38, timore 10. IKICKOFFS: No. ret. by 1 6
New York 16, Cardinals o, Yards kickoffs returned .. 83 157
NEXT SUNDAY'S GAMES FUMBLES: No. by 2 -
: : 4 Ball lost by fumbles i o
GREEN BAY AT CLEVELAND, PENALTIES: No. against . 2 3
Cnicago Bears ot ban Francisco. |YArds lost by penaities » n
| Philadelphia at Chicago Cardinals. |INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS: '
| Plitsburgh at New York. Rushing: |
Washington st Baltimore, Los Angeles: Waller gained 13

vards In 16 attempts, MeCormick ls
The Lineups: in 11, Wade 25 in 5. Van Brocklin 3
LOS ANGELES in 1.
Ends — Fears, ewi , . Green Bay: Reid gained 531 yards In
Inare sititer Ribucamie, Wighead,|,, attempts, Ferguson 37 in 14, Wote
Tackles—McFaddin, Hauser, 2 In 6, Cone minus 10 in 4.
Eood, Cross, Holtzman, Fuller, Passing -
Guards — Fllena, Putnam, Hock. | Los Angeles: Wade attempted 17,

Too-

Richter, Fournet. completed 9 for 8 vards, 1 touch-
Centers—McLaughlin, Morris, nru-j down: Van Brocklin attempted 14,
Basis o Van  Bresk Wad Jiu;plolod 3 for 34 yards, 3 inter-

Havnes, McCormick, Hurroughs, '

Waller ‘l'.;'hr. Ilnrl?'l:u-. lhc.r‘-' Green Hay: Rote attempted “F

man, Taylor, Hughes. |completed 18 for 255 vards, 3 touch-

GREEN BAY downs, 5 Intercepted. [

|

iR arien,  Knaite, ‘Bordet:{"Las Aneees:
bepchaine. L it TEBEBEY s, e e

‘l‘ultlu-—llolluh Hanner, ‘MeCormie or Aler or
Saafaryn, Lucky, Zatkoff, 1 touchdown.

Guards—Brown, Skibinski, Teteak, Green Bay: Howton caught 8 lor
Bullough, Forester. 158 vards, touchdown; nafele 6

Centers—Ringo, Timberlake, Bettis, for 72, 1 touchdown, Switzer 2 for 14,

Backs—Rote, Brackins, Bookout, 1 touchdown; Johnson 1 for 10, conv.
Reid, Switzer, Cone, Ferguson, John- 1 for 7; Reld 1 for minus 6.
son, Nix, Dillon, Walker, Carmichael.

Los Angeles T 0 1 M=-28 ‘
Green v 7T 7 -=N
Los Angeles Scoring: Touchdowns

~—Robustelli (recovered fumble, 1%

vards, 1:42 of first), Waller 2 (135,

from Wade, 3:34 of third and '
03 of fourth), Casen ( 'nrl pass |
Interception return, 11:17 of fourth).
Extra nis—Richter 4.

Los Angeles: Boyvd caught 4 for u

down." Fred Cone, whose accurate toe had played such a big role, accepted a host of enthusiastic handshakes with a shy
smile. "Man," the native of Pineapple, Ala., said, "I wouldn't have bet either way on that one." Tom Dahms, all smiles over
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helping to sabotage his old teammates, was asked if he'd had any fun with them.
"Oh, they were complaining a lot but I had more trouble than fun - but it was sort of
a moral victory. I don't think I played too well, through," Tom felt. "I just couldn't
get going. Hurt my leg early and couldn't run very well." Tobin Rote, a perfectionist,
wasn't entirely satisfied with the way things had gone. "How many did they intercept
on me in that second half?" he asked, disgust in his tone. "It seemed like every one
I threw. I didn't have one in the first half. Maybe I was thinking about that too much."
Val Joe Walker, who had added another interception to his mounting total, was asked
what had precipitated the exchange at the end of the game. "Oh, it wasn't anything
much," he chuckled. "Teteak (who had made the game's final tackle) was trying to
get the game ball and a Ram didn't want him to have it. There was a little shoving,
that's about all." Ex-Packer Howie Ruetz, congratulating his former teammates on a
tour of the dressing room, displayed an interest in poetic justice? "Do you know," he
told Len Szafaryn, "this is the same score the Rams beat us by when they scored 24
points in the last 12 minutes of that 1952 game here?"...Blackbourn, who made no
attempt to conceal his elation, thought, "It was certainly a fine performance in the
first half and the beginning of the third quarter, but we weren't as sharp after that. Of
course, losing Fergie with that knee injury in the second quarter," Liz added, "hurt
. & _ us. That last one (Carmichael's punt return) was the big one," he said with a broad
rimtnn it e oomeae M itensrss 4w SMile. "It got us in position. Another completion and that put us in good
pouthern Californivs £lft o the Qreen Bay Packers ALCar ghape."...WINNING CONFIDENCE: Blackbourn, not a man easily discouraged,
e oaie chimpions, i therr game at Clevcland S didn't let the interception that gave the Rams a 28-27 lead in the waning moments
T e it a ranpang buck kicks whon hispuntrew  shatter Packer morale. Striding in front of the bench, he clapped his hands together,
Bt o b e H e amees and told his athletes: "That doesn't mean a thing. There's lots of time (3:54) left."
Sty Jersey to cover the exira padding for bistender  The regt a5 they say, is history..'LONG DISTANCE": Mrs. Truman Douglas
Walker, a comely brunette and mother of the Packers' Val Joe, flew in from Seminole, Texas, a distance of 1,500 miles, to
see her first professional football game. Mrs. Walker was impressed, allowing that "it was real good."... MAN OF ACTION:
Dahms, though he limped off the field, was unhappy when he was taken out of the game in the fourth quarter. Anxious to
go all the way against his former teammates, he protested, "I'm all right, I'm all right." He was so insistent that he shortly
was permitted to return to action...' WRONG ADDRESS': An unfamiliar face popped through the door of the Packer bus,
bound for the Chicago & North Western depot, shortly after the game. It belonged to Norm Van Brocklin, Ram quarterback.
Taking a quick glance at his recent enemies, he grinned sheepishly and mumbled: "Sorry, wrong bus," and backed out...NO
'FRATERNIZATION'": When Hirsch helped the Packers' Deral Teteak to his feet after the Bull had dropped Crazy Legs,
who had taken a sideline pass from Van Brocklin, Blackbourn barked, "Don't pay any attention to that stuff. Save that for
the movies."...SUPPORT FROM HOME: More than 350 Green Bay partisans, in addition to those who went by car, came
down on the Packer Alumni Assn.'s Milwaukee Road special to help make their favorite sons feel at home in County
Stadium...BREATHER?: The Packers were in a holiday mood en route to the depot from the stadium and Dillon and Walker
were among the most lighthearted. During one gay exchange, Bobby chuckled, "We've got a breather this week - Cleveland."”
The thought of the Browns had a sobering effect - for a moment...RABBIT EARS?: Referee John (Red) Pace didn't take
kindly to the Packer Lumberjack Band's rendition of "Three Blind Mice", traditional reflection of the fans' reaction to what
they feel is a "bad call", after a third quarter decision. Billy Bookout's jarring tackle had made the Rams' Ron Waller fumble
after he had taken a pass from Bill Wade, the Packers recovering. Pace ruled the pass incomplete. The musical Bronx cheer
followed and Pace immediately directed Field Announcer Tom White to tell Lumerback Director Wilner Burke, "I'm going
to report them to Bert Bell."...NOT MERE CONVENIENCE: Before each game, it is announced that the time clock on the
field is not official but merely for the convenience of the fans but such was not the case yesterday. Timers Austin Destache
and Bill Clancy "synchronized their watches" with Field Judge Chuck Sweeney throughout and when Pace gave the benches
the two-minute warning, the field clock registered 1:59. And, after Fred Cone's climatic field goal, the timers and Sweeney
both "had" 24 seconds left.
HALAS THINKS BEARS WILL STILL WIN WESTERN TITLE
OCT 17 (Chicago) - George Halas, owner-coach of the Chicago Bears, has high hopes his team will still win the Western
Division title of the NFL. Halas, who last year announced he'll retire at the end of the present season with a winner, says his
Bears have a "pretty good" chance for the divisional title despite three losses. The Bears finally broke into the win column
Sunday by blasting the Baltimore Colts, 38-10.. THEY DESERVED IT: "We should have beaten Baltimore the first time
we played them, and we did nothing else but give away our game to San Francisco last week," Halas said. "The only team
that really beat us was Green Bay. They deserved it, but we'll get even." The Bears lost to Baltimore, 23-17, in the opener
and were dumped by Green Bay, 24-3, a week later. Last week, they lost to San Francisco 20-19 in a game they might have




‘Little Bull’ Picks One Off — Packer linebacker Deral Teteak  nine yards to Los Angeles 34, setting up Packer touchdown. Also
wa,\rlagfs pass, intended for Bob Boyd (82), by Rams’ Norm Van shown, far right, is Packers’ Bill Forester. Packers won on Fred
Brocklin on third play of second quarter. The Little Bull returned Cone’s 25-yard field goal in final minute, 30-28.

won had they elected to kick and make a field goal in the final seconds. "The team that comes up on top in this scramble is
certain to have four losses," said Papa Bear. "We've lost three games but we're beginning to move. Believe me, this is going
to be a real scramble." "Right now, I think we should have a 3-1 record," continued Halas, while listening to a radio and
pulling for the Green Bay Packers to whip Los Angeles. The Packers won 30-28...BOTTLE UP COLTS: "Since we've lost
three, we'll just have to win the rest of our games," he added. "And we can do it." If the Bears continue to play as they did
against Baltimore Sunday, they shouldn't have too much trouble. They took advantage of every break and had the previously
undefeated Colts completely bottled up. Baltimore could score only one touchdown and that came in fourth quarter after
the Bears had piled up a 31-3 lead. George Shaw looked like anything but the league's top rookie quarterback and fullback
Alan Ameche was well contained except for sporadic gains which never caused too much trouble. It was a complete Bear
victory with the rookies and veterans showing combined talents seldom witnessed on the field. The victory sent the crowd
of 40,184 home wondering how the Bears ever lost to the Colts earlier in the season.

INJURIES CRIPPLE BROWNS

OCT 17 (Cleveland) - Tommy James, safety man for the Cleveland Browns, will be out of action for at least two weeks.
Dr. Vic Oppolito said James, injured in Sunday's game at Washington, suffered stretched ligaments in his left knee. Halfback
Ray Renfro has a slight rib separation, an X-ray examination disclosed.

Packers 'Help' Browns Mark
Anniversary Sunday

PACKERS '"HELP' BROWNS MARK ANNIVERSARY SUNDAY

OCT 18 (Green Bay) - The Packers will be a party to Browns Anniversary Day in Cleveland Sunday. Cleveland Mayor
Anthony J. Celebrezze today proclaimed next Sunday as BAD to commemorate the Browns' 10th year in professional
football - a far cry, incidentally, from the Packers' 35th year in the same sport. Hizzoner, in his proclamation, closed out
with this wordage: "I urge the Citizens of Cleveland to give their undivided support and encouragement to the Browns on
this day." Of more interest to the Packers and Browns Sunday, however, will be the intense NFL race. Green Bay and
Cleveland are two of the five division leaders - each with 3-1 records. The Packers are locked in a three-way knot with Los
Angeles and Baltimore in the Western and the Browns are tied with Pittsburgh in the Eastern. The game will be the Packers'
first outside of their division in league play this season. The Browns already have tested the Western strength, bowling over
the San Francisco Forty Niners 38 to 3 on Oct. 2 to start a three-game winning streak. The three other leaders also face stiff
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Th F competition Sunday. Los Angeles meets win-hungry Detroit in LA, Baltimore host
us ar . o Washington, and Pittsburgh invades New York. Cleveland, the perennial champion,
GREEN BAY  WASHINGTON 1 its 3- ' i i - i
PR e built up its 3 1 record by losing to Washlggton in the opener 27-17 and then beatlng San
H—Bears . 3 3i—Phila'phis Francisco, Philadelphia 21-17, and Washington 24-14. The Packers downed Detroit 20-
30—Los Angeles 28 u—cuuuu 17 and the Bears 24-3, lost to Baltimore 24-20 and then nipped Los Angeles 30-28. In
ru e the four games, Cleveland scored an even 100 points, the Packers 94. The Browns
BALTIMORE  LOS ANGELES : :

| e i, pompg allpwed 61 points, the Packers 72. In their last three games, the Browns gave up or}ly 34
28—Detroit i3 21—Pittsburgh points - an average of 11.3. Both teams reported casualties today. Most serious in the
24—Green Bay 20 17=Detroit . . .t .

10—Bears 3 Mm—Green Bay 3| Packer camp is fullback Howie Ferguson, who suffered a knee injury against the Rams.
| duans PP o kil #| Ferguson was one of 14 Packers who reported to Trainer Bud Jorgenson for treatment
11=Baitimore 23 17—Phila’phia a Monday. It's too early to tell whether Howie will be ready for the Cleveland game but
e Y B A phimals. 3| Jorgenson said that "Ferguson is a tough kid and his recuperative powers are good."
38—Baltimore 10 10—Cardinals 0 Among the other injured are guard Joe Skibinski and tackle Jerry Helluin, who will be
W ocansnvazs @ ¥ onu amuts | making his first appearance in a league game. Both came to the Packers in trades. The
1—Pittsburgh 14 21—New York 11 Browns also suffered injuries in their victory over Washington. They announced back
28—New York 17 3—Wash'ton 31

’z::-mgnr 19 11—Cleveland ﬂ | Tommy James will be out for two games with a knee injury. He was hurt on the first
Fereoci il B0 o play of the game but his spot was filled capably by John Petitbon. The Browns also
| CLEVELAND Y errrseuRGH ’ disclosed that offensive halfback Ray Renfro suffered a slight rib separation against

|59
n--wmmn-. n Je—Farginale ' 7| Washington. He probably will see some action Sunday, however...The Packers and

!l—thlll a r’:;l;;f.‘. ork 35,' Browns have played six games since 1950, when Clevel-and e;ntered thg NFL, but only
s one was in league play. The Browns won that one 27-0 in Milwaukee in '53. Scores of

100 on
"_:3“0" . l' m”ﬂl“"’“l the Packers' exhibition losses to the Browns: 38-7 in '50, 21-14 in '52, 21-13 in '53, 14-
Li—Baltimore’ 8 3—Clevelamd® 3 13 in '54 and 13-7 in '55...Packer Coach Liz Blackbourn and his aides, Tom Hearden,

2—san Pram. 11 P—Detrokt ;:. Ray McLean and Lou Rymkus, launched Brown Week yesterday at 7:30 a.m. and
P 2w we finished up at 10:30 p.m. Most of the day was spent in sifting scouting reports from

Wally Cruice and Jack Vainisi on the Brown-Washington game. The Packer-Ram pictures were viewed last night.
Blackbourn showed the films to the Packers at their squad meeting this morning. The Bays launched outdoor workouts this
afternoon with a long session on defense. All hands were present, although there was more limping than usual...The Packers
aren't the only team with injuries. The Baltimore Colts, well chewed up by the Packers a week ago Saturday night, had 14
on the injury list today and five of them were serious. The Chicago Cardinals had three who will be sidelined for two games
- fullback Mel Hammack, guard Tony Pasquesi and end Tom Bieneman.

30-28 BATTLE SOBERING FOR BOTH PACKERS AND LOS ANGELES

OCT 18 (Green Bay) - Two of the Packers' three victories were lifted out of the fire in the last 44 seconds. Detroit fell 20-
17 in the last 20 seconds on a pass from Tobin Rote to Gary Knafelc. Los Angeles was toppled in the last 24 seconds on
Fred Cone's field goal. Thus, if each game had been 25 seconds shorter, the Packers might well be sitting with 1-3 today
instead of 3-1. By the same token, if the Packers hadn't been never-say-die believers, they never would have come close
enough for Rote to throw to Knafelc or Cone to boot a field goal. Each game-ending heroic was preceded by some what's-
the-use antic - such as Detroit's fumble recovery on the Pack's five-yard line and Los Angeles' interception and return for a
28-27 lead. While the Packers and their fans had every reason to let loose with joy over the two hair-raisers, both games
because frightfully sobering along about the following Tuesday. The Detroit test has been hashed over properly. What about
the Los Angeles match? It was most sobering for both the Packers and Rams despite the fact that they established 1955
scoring "records" in the two games - that is, the 30 for the Packers was the mostest this league season and the Rams' 28 was
their bestest. The Rams were black-coffeed by the fact that two of their TDs were plain gifts and one of the other two was
made easy by an interception on the Packer 34. So, the Rams' Sid Gillman has his problems today. Packer Coach Liz
Blackbourn is confronted with something similar this day. He saw the game pictures last night and wondered today "how
we did it!" The Packers had a 24-7 lead at one point. They were behind 28-27 at another point - a dangerous one since the
game had only 3:40 to go. Blackbourn said the pictures showed that "we looked terrible" and added: "It's a mystery Rote
does as well as he does because our offensive line was thrown around." Nobody in the league can throw like Rote when he's
right and nobody can fake like Howton. And Knafelc is coming along, too. Our defensive line had no rush most of the time.
"How do we do it!" While Blackbourn sounded unhappy with the various mechanics of play, you can bet he is fiercely
proud of the squad's intense spirit. "They never quit and they're fighting all of the time," Liz beamed. Blackbourn, in
particular, is seeking a sort of a 60-minute balance which they had in the 24-3 victory over the Bears. "We had that balance
during the first half and part of the third quarter against the Rams," Blackbourn said after the game Sunday, "but then up
she went!" The tackle chart shows that the five linemen made 21 tackles and the six men "back" made 41. Bill Forester,
Jerry Helluin and Nate Borden each had five, John Martinkovic four and Dave Hanner two. Linebackers Deral Teteak and
Roger Zatkoff had 14 between 'em, including nine for Zatkoff. The cornerbackers had an astonishing 19, with Billy Bookout



getting the team's high, 12, and Doyle Nix seven. The
deep men, Val Joe Walker and Bobby Dillon, had six and
two, respectively.
LOS ANGELES DEFENSE CLOSED IN WITH
RAIN, CAUSED ROTE TROUBLE
OCT 18 (Milwaukee Journal) - What happened to Tobin
Rote's passing when it started to rain at the Stadium
Sunday was hard to believe. Before the first drops fell,
midway in the third quarter, the Green Bay quarterback
was making the Rams wish they had never left Los
Angeles. He fit perfectly Coach Lisle Blackbourn's recent
description of him. "When Tobin's right," Blackbourn
had said, "he's positively the best quarterback in pro
football." Then the rain, or something, took the edge
away from him and Green Bay was fortunate, indeed, to
win at all. Here are Rote's passing figures, without and
with the rain:

Att Comp Yds TDs Int
DRY 21 12 194 3 0
WEST 19 7 6l 0 5
Blackbourn, who admits himself that Rote is "the most
inconsistent quarterback" in the NFL, said Tuesday at
Green Bay that he thought he had at least part of the
answer. "Our plan," Blackbourn said, "was to throw short
passes, to keep the ball away from their deep men,
Sherman and Burroughs. We didn't want them to get a
chance to intercept. "This worked fine until the ball got
wet. I'd say that Rote was having a great day. Then they
moved their backs up close to plague our short ones.
Tobin still didn't want to throw long, because the ball was
wet and we still were worried about them zoning on the
long ones and intercepting." Then, Blackbourn said,
things started to go wrong. The first two interception
were on deflected passes, neither of them long ones.
"Those I can excuse," the Packer coach said, "but a few
other things were inexcusable."First, Blackbourn
mentioned the screen pass which the Rams made their
third interception, setting up the touchdown which cut
Green Bay's lead to 24-21. "They sensed the screen,"
Blackbourn said, "and covered the receiver. Tobin had
two alternatives - eat the ball or throw it away. Instead of
throwing it way away, he tried to dump it right over the
line. That was an interception they should never had
made." And the pass in the flat, from the Packer 17, which
Jimmy Cason intercepted for the touchdown that put the
Rams ahead, 28-27. "I didn't like the call," Blackbourn
said, "and neither did Tobin when he came out. If he
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Packer End Gary Knafele [B4) crosses goal
lina after rq-cqivim; a !El-'rprd pass from
Quarterback Tebin Rete in second period.
Rams' Don Burroughs [25) skids to stop en

ground after missing tackle and mates Jack
Elicna (&m and Jim Casen l‘ﬂi pulf up too
late. The Boys won, 30 to 28, on a field goal

in the last 24 seconds to tie for first place.
Ansociaird Press Wircpaeto,

Sy PV P S .
Defanding on the play are Halfbacks Don Burroughs (25 and
Willard Sherman. Fred Cone's late field goal nlpan Los
Angeles, 30.28.

End Billy Howton of the Packers makes a leaping grab of a
Tobin Rote pass for a Io-rend qain in the first quarter of
Sunday's exciting arid duel with the Rams at the Stadium.

Anserinied Prers phote,

wanted to try that, he shouldn't have used the wide side of the field (the ball was spotted 20 yards in from the west sideline
and Rote threw toward the east sideline). There was just too much room for the defender to get to the ball before the ball
got to the receiver. Cason timed it perfectly and he was away. It was not a good call at all." Then Blackbourn mentioned the
long pass intended for Gary Knafelc which Cason intercepted on the Rams 10. "That's just what I didn't want him to try,"
Blackbourn said. "It was exactly what he had decided wouldn't work in all of our planning."...The spread formation that the
Packers tried on their first play from scrimmage was to be used as an "irritant", Blackbourn said. "We hoped to spread 'em
out, make them switch their defense around. We had planned to use it two or three more times, but our offense was working
so well and the protection for the passer so good that we didn't go back to it."...'l FLUBBED IT": Concerning the fumbled
pitchout which gave the Rams their first touchdown, fullback Howie Ferguson said after the game. "It was thrown right



square where I wanted it. [ just flubbed
it."...Blackbourn said he thought that Ferguson,
injured ankle, wrenched knee and all, would be
ready to play against the Browns at Cleveland
Sunday. If not, Breezy Reid will be switched to
fullback, Veryl Switzer to left halfback and Al
Carmichael and Joe Johnson will share the

|

flanker back spot.
BAY PASS DEFENSE TOUGHEST IN
NFL

OCT 18 (Philadelphia) - One big reason the
Packers have jumped off to such a successful
start in the Western Division is because of a
topnotch pass defense. League statistics
released Tuesday show Green Bay has
permitted only 32 of its opponent's 86 passes to
be completed for a 37.2 percentage - best in the
NFL. However, against Cleveland Sunday the — & Ly SRS

Packers will be up against the Otto Graham- Clutching the Ball—Packer Ends Gary Knatele and Billy Howlon demenstrate different ways of hanging

. onto the pigskin on Tobin Rote passes in the Packer-Los Angeles game in Milwaukee Sunday afterncon. In
trlggered BI'OWHS, who boast the best pass left panel, Knafele hugs ball to his chest as Jim Cason tackles him. At right, Howton palms ball with right

. . hand and uses knuckles of his left in catching pass. At right is Ram Don Burroughs. Packers won 30-28
completion mark (60.8 percent) in the league.
The top scoring team is also the Browns, who have counted 100 points in four games. The Packers have tallied 94 points,
third best. Green Bay is third behind the Bears and Steelers in total yardage (1,345 - 643 rushing and 702 passing). Cleveland
is fourth. The Al (The Horse) Ameche galloping Colts took over the rushing lead from Cleveland with 776 yards. The
Browns have 688, followed by Green Bay with 643. In air attack Detroit is second behind Philadelphia (872 yards) followed
by Pittsburgh, Green Bay and Cleveland. Los Angeles leads in punting with a 45.1 yard average per kick. Cleveland is
second with 44.3 and the Bears, Packers and Eagles are tied for third with 42.5. The Browns have only allowed opposing
ball carriers to gain 2.8 yards per carry, second to Pittsburgh. And Cleveland is second to the Packers in pass defense,
allowing only 38.2 percent of opponents' passes completed.
PACKERS PROVE AGAIN GAME ISN'T OVER UNTIL FINAL GUN
OCTOBER 18 (Milwaukee Sentinel - Lloyd Larson) - A man who saw MOST of Sunday's Packer-Ram thriller is still
moaning. Understandably so. "That's the last time I'll ever try to beat the crowd out of the stadium, so help me," he promised.
"I thought the ball game was over and the Packers dead after that last Ram interception. What a dope!" The possibility of
pulling the game out of the fire was rather
remote, for the Rams' gift marker, via a pass
interception, came less than four minutes
before the end. But immediate past history
should have taught the man not to give up,
regardless of the odds, anytime the Bays of
1955 are within winning range. Remember how
they beat the Lions in the league opener at
Green Bay three weeks ago Sunday? The clock
showed only 20 seconds to go when Gary
Knafelc made a jumping catch of Tobin Rote's
pass and bulled his way over the goal line. It
almost happened again a week ago last
Saturday night. On the very last play, Bill
Howton was only inches away from turning
defeat into victory. He was only that far away
from Rote's fast pitch into the end zone.
Admittedly, it's a terrific strain on the heart to
win 'em with the clock ticking off the fatal
seconds. But there isn't a better way to keep ' Hurlllng through the alr, Howle Forguson, Green Bay full-  Ferguson and stopped him on the Green Bay 17 yard line. Ed

. . ' . back, got only three yards and a wrenched knee out of this  Hughes of the Rams went down on his head at the left and

glued to thelr seats - al’ld brlng cm baCk agaln, fourth quarter play against the Los Angeles Rams in their  Veryl Switzer of the Packers was on his back at the right aft-
. . . Natlonal Football league game at the Stadium Sunday. Al-  er he had blocked a Ram. On the next play, Tobin Rote's pass

People like nothlng better than be convinced  ready bothered by an ankle injury, Ferguson had to be helped  in the flat was intercepted by Jimmy Cason for the touch-
. . from the field and may miss the Packers game at Cleveland down which put the Rams ahead, 28-27. Green Bay wnn,

the game isn't over until the final gun. The  next Sunday. Bob Griffin, Los Angeles line backer, tackled  30-28, on Fred Cone’s 25 yard field goal with 24 seconds left




man's plight, by the way, brings to mind that it wasn't
the first time the impossible was accomplished in the
very same stadium. Hundred, perhaps thousands, had
left the premises and were in their cars, homeward
bound, one night in 1954 when the Braves rallied for six
runs with two outs in the ninth to beat the Dodgers.
Looking back to the Packers' latest success story, so
many vital elements went into it that one can't help
wondering if a lot of these things are pre-destined and
follow a script way beyond the control of mortal man.
Consider first what appeared to be an absolute give-
away - the ill-fated Rote pass intercepted and run back
for the TD that gave the Rams the lead. If the pass (on
third down) hadn't been intercepted, the Packers surely
would have punted. Then the Rams might have ground
out a touchdown legitimately, they had time. Say the
Rams had run and passed for the big score instead.
Surely they would have used up most of the precious
time remaining in the process. Then it would have taken

a miraculous runback of the kickoff and/or a !
tremendous pass to save the game. The time situation |
plus the rain and slippery field certainly would have
minimized the threat of either happening. Instead, the
supposed give-away, coming when it did, gave the o - . ! )
Packers enough time to return the kickoff, complete a $adi Bownos—Tte ball (out of stght) bownces off the fingertips of Packer end @
pass or two, lose the ball on another interception, regain | Gay Keaioe 8) s s g by, fam efensve alfiak Slaod Sier
possession by forcing a Ram kick and ﬁnal]y gain attempting to waylay ball is Rams’ Don Burroughs (25), who broke up toss from
pOSitiOIl for Fred Cone's field goal. The Rams helped Tobin Rote. It was the first of five Ram interceptions

the Packer cause when Bill Wade ran out of bounds to stop the clock on the first play following the last interception. Without
that bit of help, it might have been impossible to win. Ironically, Norm Van Brocklin, too, gave the Bays a lift by getting
off the best punt of the day down that exciting home stretch. If it had been 10 or 15 yards shorter, Al Carmichael might not
have had a chance to handle it. Or if he did, there might have been no return of consequence. As it was, Carmichael had
time to field the ball and do some fancy running on a beautiful runback that netted 40 yards - absolutely necessary yards.
That runback, incidentally, was the key play, second in importance only to Cone's winning kick. All that matters now, of
course, is that everything turned out all right. But it's not a bad idea to keep in mind that victory and defeat hang on a mighty
thin thread.

LIZ CITES PACKERS' TITLE CHANCES

OCT 18 (Milwaukee Sentinel) - Coach Liz Blackbourn said Monday any chance the Packers have to stay in title contention
depends entirely on the "jumbleness" of the Western Division the remainder of the season. "We're a thin club, mighty thin,"
observed Blackbourn from his Green Bay office. "Our defense has been playing well, all the way. Our offense is built
around Tobin Rote and Howie Ferguson - we can't stand injuries and expect to stay up there." Ferguson injured his leg
against the Rams Sunday. "It's a jammed knee," reported Liz. "But I believe he will be ready for Cleveland next Sunday."
That's the situation with the amazing Packers, who possess the best start (3-1) since 1947. They have stayed in business
without adequate depth - serious injuries would be the killer. "If Fergy can't make it Sunday we'll move Breezy Reid to the
fullback spot, Veryl Switzer will be our left half and we'll use either Al Carmichael or Joe Johnson as the flanker," revealed
Liz. "Switzer is the most valuable halfback on the club. He's our best blocker, a good receiver - he can do so many things.
If he had just a little more speed, he would be great." Blackbourn then pointed out several situations where players must be
kept for their specialist roles. It weakens the club in respect to reserve strength, but it gives the Packers aces in the hole.
"There's no doubt we're hanging on to Dick Deschaine for his punting ability and Fred Cone for his magic toe. But two big
disappointments have been Tom Bettis, our first draft choice, and George Timberlake. Bettis has a pulled hip muscle, but
he never has looked like a better linebacker than Roger Zatkoff or Deral Teteak. Timberlake is still with us because we need
a second center." Blackbourn emphasized that the trading season is all but over, yet he would never stop listening to a deal.
"Yes, we're kind of a funny ball club. We're not easy to handle, but injuries sure put is in a dither trying to figure our best
possible punch. We've built so much around so few." What about the pass defense which gave Norm Van Brocklin and Bill
Wade a hectic afternoon? "I guess all those quarterbacks can't have an off-day," laughed Liz, referring to the poor passing
displays of Bobby Layne, George Blanda and Ed Brown against the Packers. "Our defense didn't yield against the Rams.




We gave them two touchdowns on an interception and a fumble." Blackbourn criticized Rote's flat pass which was
intercepted by the Rams' Jim Cason, running for an easy score with less than four minutes left in the game. "Rote is a terrific
quarterback," added Liz. "But he can kill you with those." And what about Cone's game-winning field goal in the last 24
seconds? The Colts proved last week that Fred's 47-yarder didn't clear the bars, but it was called good. "I don't care if the
ball went through the goal posts or not," shot Blackbourn. "The ref raised his hands, didn't he? I didn't even watch the ball."
Then Liz revealed that Cone said the ball didn't have much to spare. Now comes Cleveland, a team gaining momentum with
Otto Graham looking like old. "They can score so much on improvised pass patterns,” emphasized Liz. "Today we're
compiling all our scouting reports for our club to work on starting Tuesday. And work it will be if we expect to keep up
with the Browns."

Pack High in Figures
But So Are Browns!

Detrolt at Greem Bay: PACK HIGH IN FIGURES BUT SO ARE BROWNS!
m m from 268  OCT 19 (Green Bay) - The Packers are doing right well in the individual statistics.
Second — Good from M. But so are the Browns — Green Bay’s opponents in Cleveland Sunday. Figure
Bears at Green Bay ringleaders are the team’s two quarterbacks and their four offensive ends.
First — Missed from 23. Cleveland’s Otto Graham is leading the league in passing with his 9.32 yards per
m: v m’%"“ pitch average and the Packers’ Billy Howton and Gary Knafelc are one-two in pass
Fourth — Missed from 43. catching with 21 and 18 receptions, respectively. Green Bay’s Tobin Rote ranks
Baltimore at Milwaukee: 10th in the per-toss averages (5.86) — on which the standings are based, but he
"m‘_"‘ommh‘ﬁ' . leads in passes attempted (136), passes completed (67), yards gained (797) and
mn-th - Good from 28 touchdown passes (7). Graham has thrown less than half as many passes as Rote,
Los Angeles at Milwaukee: * Dbut had a most phenomenal percentage of completions — 61.4, by far the best in the
mﬁ;‘_%ﬂg:“""’ league. Otto has completed 35 of this 57 throws for 531 yards and three TDs. Rote
Fourth — Good from 25. has a completion percentage of 49.3. Both teams apparently use their ends as their

chief pass catching weapons. Howton and Knafelc caught 39 of Rote’s 67 completions — almost half. The Browns’ Dante
Lavelli and Darrell Browder, with 12 apiece to rank among the league’s top 10, nailed 24 of Graham’s completions — well
over half. Howton and Knafelc each have three TD catches, while Lavelli and Brewster each have one. Of the four, Howton
has the most yard, 345, for an average of 16.4. Knafelc’s yardage averages out to 13.9. Brewster and Lavelli have the edge
on the Packer aces with their averages of 19.6 and 17.3, respectively. In the rushing department, Packer Howie Ferguson
holds second place behind Baltimore’s Alan Ameche despite a 37-yard total against Los Angeles. The Packer fullback, who
was hurt early Sunday, picked up 331 yards in 67 attempts for 4.9. Fred Morrison, the former Chicago Bear fullback is the
Browns’ top gainer. Now a halfback, Morrison ranks fourth in the league with 273 yards in 53 carries for 5.2. Breezy Reid,
who may play fullback Sunday if Ferguson can’t answer the bell, stayed in the top 10 with an even 200 yards in 45 carries
for 4.4. Incidentally, Veryl Switzer would then shift to Reid’s left half spot... CONE SECOND IN SCORING: Fred Cone’s
12 points against the Rams boosted him into second place in scoring with 34 — six behind Washington’s Vic Janowicz.
Cleveland’s Ed Modzelewski is fourth with 30 on five teedees while Lou (The Toe) Groza is seventh with 22. Cone's field
goal total of eight out of 13 is highest. Groze, who kicked 24 in 54, tried five and hit on three. The Packers’ punting
specialist, Dick Deschaine, moved into a third place tie with Adrian Burk of Philly and Ed Brown of the Bears, each with
42.5. Horace Gillom of Cleveland is second with 44.3 and Norm Van Brocklin of the Rams is tops with 45.1. Al
Carmichael’s 40-yard punt return, which set up Cone’s game-winning field goal Sunday, turned up as the longest in the
league thus far — rather unusual in view of the fact that 24 games have been played. Switzer, who got off a 33-yarder Sunday,
is third in the league in punt returns, with an average of 7.8. The Packers’ Doyle Nix is among six players with three pass
interceptions...Rote could hardly see after practice Tuesday because of a heavy head cold. His eyes were all but clamped
shut, and Trainer Bud Jorgenson added him to his list of patients. The training tables were loaded and other athletes sat on
chairs under heat lamps after yesterday’s drill. Top “case” was fullback Howie Ferguson, who wrenched his leg in the Los
Angeles game. Ferguson ran some in practice but left early to start treatment. Halfback Reid ran at fullback along with Fred
Cone during yesterday’s drill — a precaution just in case Fergie is unable to go Sunday. Right halfback Switzer, sporting a
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END BILLY HOWTON
Closest Ressmblance fo Hubson

Once a Waterboy — Richie McCabe, one of the
Pittsburgh Steelers’ defensive backs, poses in
Pittsburgh Tuesday with the water buckel he loted in
his first job for the team. The former University of
Pittsburgh star joined the team as a water boy eight
vears ago before playing college ball. He's been in an
several of the key plays which have put the Steelers
in a first place tie in the National Football League's
Eastern Division. (AP Wirephoto)
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NFL DRAFT SET NOV. 28 catehing paﬂia one

. ; AME  L.a.. . . 237 00
OCT 19 (Green Bay) - The NFL will -y BRI, seaioe i 2
hold an “advance” player draft meeting PABE T ot se M p0
in Philadelphia Monday, Nov. 28, it was (twice)

announced today. The bonus pick and the first three rounds will be held that day,
and the remaining selections will be held at the regular draft and business meeting
in January. The draft is being held earlier this year to combat Canadian raids on
collegiate football talent. The meeting was originally scheduled for Nov. 14, but
the Packers and Chicago Cardinals, who play in Green Bay Nov. 13, would have
been unable to make it. The Packers and Detroit will play Thanksgiving Day, Nov.
24, and the other 10 teams will be in Chicago or the east Nov. 27.

CONE DOESN"T EVEN DRILL FIELD GOALS ON GRIDIRON!

OCT 19 (Green Bay) - Fred Cone rarely practices his field goal kicking on what
is commonly called a gridiron. The veteran Packer fullback, whose 25-yard shot
gave the Bays a 30-28 victory over the Los Angeles Rams in the last 24 seconds
Sunday, does 99 percent of his drilling out in the open, so to speak — away from
yard-line markers and the stands. The other one percent is done a few minutes
before game time in the particular stadium the Packers are playing. Freddie
performs his daily exercise in back of City Stadium and East High school. The
area is unmarked and distances are merely estimated, and for all Cone, ball-holder
Tobin Rote and center Jim Ringo know, O’ Pineapple may be kicking them
farther than they think. Cone practices his booting before or after the regular team

practices. Last week, he worked out about a half-hour before the usual 3:30 drill since he could possibly run into darkness

b 13

later on a dim day. Cone’s “open” practice area is rather bumpy and rolling, which adds to the hazards. The team, itself,
works in the Bluejay outfield in Joannes Park, which is also far from flat. Coach Liz Blackbourn takes the Bays into City
Stadium only on rare occasions, because of possible damage to the turf. Yet, the field is used for a number of “junior” games
which easily could be staged in the open area behind the stadium — or in Joannes Park. Cone, a 29-year old native of
Pineapple, Ala., isn’t changing his practice procedure this week, despite the fact that he goes up against The Toe himself,
Lou Groza, in Cleveland’s massive stadium Sunday. Groza is recognized as pro football’s champion field goal kicker, since
he has booted 114 three-pointers in 206 attempts in nine and one-third seasons. Groza, whose field goals have won numerous
games, including the championship playoff in ’50, has tried only five field goals in the first four games this season, and
converted three of them. Cone, by comparison, tried 13 times and connected on eight. Freddie isn’t fixing to match Groza’s
long service but he’d like, if the opportunity presents itself, to out-boot Lou Sunday. In fact, Cone feels that “this is my last



year; maybe, I’ll try some coaching next season.”
Cone would be well satisfied if the Packers did their
scoring on touchdowns Sunday — enough to win. The
Clemson graduate has had more chances to kick field
goals this year than in any of his previous years,
explaining “it seems like the team is moving down in
there closer, more often, this year.” Cone has missed
only one “short” field goal this season — that from 23
yards out against the Bears.
PACKERS 'FLYING' HIGH WITH HOWTON
OCT 19 (Milwaukee Sentinel) - The Packers won
world titles in 1936, 1939 and 1944 when a slight,
lanky end from Alabama by the name of Don Hutson
re-wrote just about every pass catching record in the
NFL. On his first play in pro ball against the Bears,
Hutson took a pass from Arnie Herber and went 94
yards for the only score of the game. Here was the
secret to Green Bay's championship success - Hutson
catching anything Herber threw and later anything
tossed his way by Cecil Isbell. Today the Packers are
once again in the thick of the Western Division race.
And once again there is a fleet-footed end catching the
shots of a veteran quarterback. Billy Howton, the . :
Packers' second draft choice in 1952, is the closest . ~ 2 "
resemblance to a Hutson. In fact, the Houston hustler - ! QJ €
did Hutson one better in his freshman year, breaking - ‘J )
' : : : oty A5
Don's record for yards gained catching passes in one Sentinel Photographer Ernie Acheuser fook excited about. In “civvies" at left is Line
season (1,211) by 20 yards. At the moment Howton is this_quick photo of the Packer bench just  Coach Lou Rymkus. Packer No. 84 is End
. . as Fred Cone's field goal had nipped the Gary Knafelc, who scored one of the Packer
one of the best receivers in the league. He has caught Rams Sunday at the Stadium, 30-28,..and  "°7F /8 O
21 Rote rifles in four games for 345 yards and three ~ these Packers really had something to get
touchdowns. His 57 yard touchdown catch against the Rams last Sunday was the longest this season. However, Billy on
two occasions has gone 90 yards on tosses by Babe Parilli. And he scored the game-winning touchdown on a 90-yard pass
play in the 1953 Pro Bowl game. Howton possesses exceptional speed and an uncanny ability to shake defensive halfbacks.
For example, in the Ram game, he grabbed a button hook Rote pass, jockeyed three Los Angeles defenders out of their
britches and bingo! - 57 yards and a Packer touchdown. Bill was the most valuable player on the 1951 Rice team and was
an All-American choice. He is about as tall as Huston but is built heavier (185 to 172). For those who like to compare
Hutson-Howton achievements, here's the breakdown. Howton has been the leading Packer pass receiver ever since joining
the club. But this season he has jumped off to the best start. With Rote tossing truer than ever, the aerial game has once
more gained fame at Green Bay. Howton may never approach the greatness of Hutson, but he's doing the best job in modern
football against the toughest pass defense. He teams with a Texas partner with clicking perfection. Rote's passes aren't the
easiest to catch. They're bullet-like shots - but they're being caught with game winning finesse by Howton. Rote also has
the surprising Gary Knafelc as a true receiver as well as Howie Ferguson, Veryl Switzer and Breezy Reid. But Howton has
been the favorite target - he's the best in the league.
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'INVISIBLE' COACH PLAGUES PACKERS?

OCT 20 (Green Bay) - The amazing Packer defense will be subjected to an “invisible
coach” on the playing field for the first time this season when Green Bay engages the
Browns in Cleveland Sunday. Cleveland is the only team in pro football operated by a
robot quarterback whose every (95 percent, at least) play call is dictated by Coach Paul
Brown on the sidelines or his assistants at the telephone atop the stadium. Each play is
carried to QB Otto Graham by messenger guards — generally Herschel Forester,
brother of the Packers’ Bill, and Harold Bradley. One scoots off the field at the end of
each play and the other runs in. Thus, the Packer defense will be probed for weaknesses
and/or holes by the Brown coaches themselves. Packer Coach Liz Blackbourn and
aides Tom Hearden, Ray McLean and Lou Rymkus are well aware of the Browns’
messenger system. They have had two direct experiences — both exhibitions, but the
results were close and highly interesting. Cleveland won both of thedm, 14-13 in Green
Bay in ’54 and 13-7 in Akron last August. The games indicate that the Browns haven’t
been pushing the Packer defense around, though no blue chips were at stake. The Bay
coaches are also aware that the Brown plan has its disadvantages. For instance, play
must generally be called one ahead of the other — if a sequence is to be maintained.
This can be goofed up by repeated defensive changes — not to mention rough, tough
defensive action. The Brown System stands as a fierce challenge to Green Bay’s stiff
defense which has held up beautifully in the first four games. Those four foes scores
nine touchdowns against Green Bay but three of the “sevens” were scored directly off
the Packer offense. A fumble was recovered in the end zone for a touchdown in the
Detroit game; another fumble was picked off the first bounce and raced into the end
zone for a touchdown; and one interception was lugged into pay dirt in the Los Angeles

game. Those were “direct” touchdowns off the Packer offense. Three of the remaining six touchdowns were set up by a 22-
yard punt in the Detroit game, a fumble on the Packer 12-yard line in the Baltimore game, and an interception on the Packer
35 in the Los Angeles game. The short punt set the Detroits in motion on the Packer 38. The remaining three touchdowns
must be charged “directly” to the defense — not bad for four games. Two of them occurred in the Baltimore game — George
Shaw’s 82 and 40-yard touchdown throws, and the other was in the Los Angeles fracas — a six-play, 66-yard drive. Actually,
that was the only TD scored against the Pack on a concentrated drive. It was engineered by the Rams’ Bill Wade and the
payoff was a 15-yard pass to Ronnie Waller. The Packer pass defense has been the key to the club’s defensive strength.
Only 37.2 percent of the passes thrown against Green Bay have been completed, although they have yet to face Graham,
who is rated by Brown as the “best all-around passer in the league.” The Browns, who have yet to face a run-pass expert
the likes of the Packers’ Tobin Rote, are the only team close to Green Bay in pass defensive percentages, with their 38.2.
Next best is New York’s 43.0. In yardage allowed, the Browns have the best of the Packers — especially on the ground.
Cleveland has permitted a total of only 760 yards — lowest in the league, against Green Bay’s 1,037, which is third
best...QUITE A DIFFERENCE: Brown tacklers have permitted only 336 yards rushing — less than 100 per game, against
the Packers’ 551. In passing yardage, the Browns allowed 424, the Packers’ 486. The Browns’ first four foes averaged only
2.8 yards, including one game against the tough-running San Francisco Forty Niners, while the Packers’ four opponent
averaged 4.0 per crack. The Packers and Browns have each allowed 51 first downs. The Bays gave 30 by rushing, the
Browns only 16. In passing however, the Bay defense has the edge, 26 to 20. And just to show you that the Packers play
clean, hard football, the Bays’ foes made only one (1) first down on penalties. Brown opponents made nine — quite a
difference. The Packer gave their offense a good whirl yesterday and everybody was running well expect fullback Howie
Ferguson, who is still nursing a battered knee. He left early for a special treatment from Trainer Bud Jorgenson. Blackbourn
said that “we probably won’t know about Fergie until game time. His knee is sore yet.” In the meantime, halfback Breezy
Reid is working with fullback Fred Cone in the fullback slot, with Veryl Switzer moving into Reid’s left half position.
Switzer, bothered by a cut in back of his knee, had no trouble maneuvering. The drill was topped off with a long punting
session for Dick Deschaine and Bill Forester — plus practice for punt catchers Switzer, Al Carmichael and Joe Johnson, not
to mention Scooter McLean who can still catch a mean punt. Scoot and Blackbourn worked with Deschaine on placing his
boots in the various corners of the field. Dick kicked one out on the 11-yard line against the Rams. He now ranks fourth in
the league.

COACH HAS NO CRITICISM OF ROTE'S PASS!

OCT 20 (Green Bay) - Answering a question regarding Tobin Rote’s intercepted pass in the last four minutes of the Los
Angeles game, Packer Coach Liz Blackbourn said that he had “no criticism” of the play call “whatsoever” at the Quarterback
Club meeting at the Columbus Club Wednesday night. The interception was turned into a touchdown that gave the Rams a
28-27 lead. Liz pointed out: “It was a third and five situation. We had to keep the ball and our running game hadn’t been



successful. Tobin called a short pass in an effort to make the first
down. It was our plan to use the short pass throughout the game
rather than take a chance with the Rams’ fine deep men, Burroughs
and Sherman. On the particular pass in question, the Rams suddenly
shifted their defense and flooded our left side, where Rote threw the
ball, with two men. One of them (Jim Cason) made a wild run at the
pass with no regard for the intended receiver behind
him.”...DARING INTERCEPTION: “It was a daring interception
and it paid off for them. I have no criticism of the call.” Rote threw
40 passes in the game and completed 19, including three for
touchdowns. None of them were for the long variety — that is from
Rote to the receiver. Rote had five passes intercepted in the last
quarter and a half. The Packers went on to win the game in the last
24 seconds on Fred Cone’s field goal. Booting the winning points,
plus two earlier field goals, won for Cone the title of the “most
valuable player” of the game. He received a $50 certificate from
Stiefel’s Clothing. Cone gave credit to the “line in front of me” and
explained that “there would have been no excuse if I missed it.”
Charley Brock, chief quarterback, presided and introduced
Blackbourn and Cone in the club session which followed the
televised portion. The Ram-Packer film was narrated by Tom White.
SIZE OF HURT LISTS TO SETTLE RACES?

OCT 20 (Green Bay) - NFL teams, with two-thirds of the season to
g0, have been hit heavily by injuries and hopes for division titles may
largely be determined by the size of a team’s hospital list. It’s
significant that the Los Angeles Rams and Baltimore Colts suffered
their first 1955 defeats last Sunday after losing a number of key
players. Los Angeles is hurting. Such key players as offensive backs
Tank Younger, Dan Towler and Skeet Quinlan, linebacker Don Paul,
defensive end Paul Miller and defensive backs Hall Haynes and Don
Burroughs are either sidelined or hampered by injuries. The Colts
have been the big surprise of the first quarter of the season. But they
lost defensive stars Gino Marchetti and Joe Campanella and those
losses hurt Sunday against the Bears when the Colts suffered eight
more injuries while losing their first game...LOST
FOUR STRAIGHT: The Detroit Lions, who have
lost four straight, owe much of their difficulty to
injuries. They’ll invade Los Angeles Sunday with
quarterback Bobby Layne and guard Jim Martin,
their only long-range placekicker, out of action.
San Francisco’s Forty Niners have been hampered
by injuries suffered by such key stars as halfback
Hugh McElhenny and end Harry Babcock.
Philadelphia, one of the highly-touted Eastern ,
Division clubs, has lost three straight. The Eagles i
won their opener against the New York Giants but
lost All-League middle guard Bucko Kiltroy for
the season in that game. Chicago’s Cardinals also
have been hard hit by injuries. Their early season
losses included veteran back Charley Trippi and
end Max Boydston, the team’s No. 1 draft choice.
Fullback Mel Hammack, guard Tony Pasquesi and
end Tom Bieneman were hurt at New York last
Sunday and probably will miss this week’s game
against Philadelphia...FEW SERIOUS
INJURIES: The Pittsburgh Steelers, tied with the
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Cleveland Browns for the Eastern Division lead, credit
much of their success to few serious injuries. They did
lose Pat Brady, the league’s punting champion, for the
season. Cleveland also has been lucky in the injury
department, but lost Tommy James, one of the league’s
top safetymen, last Sunday at Washington. James will
miss Sunday’s game against the Packers. The Browns
(3-1) are seven-point favorites and are picked to defeat
the Packers (3-1) in a clash of first place clubs in
Cleveland.
BROWN DEFENDS PRO REIGN
OCT 20 (Milwaukee Sentinel) - What about the
Cleveland Browns? They've won two world
championships and five straight divisional titles since
i O e joining the NFL in 1950 and show no signs of letting
‘Step’ Pays Olf—Packer end Bill Howton gathers in ﬁass- from Tobin Roteand ~ UP- When the Browns came into the league they had a
travels 25 yards to the Ram 12 although he Is just a siep ahead of Los Angeles de-  strong team from the start. Coach Paul Brown built a
fensive halfback Ed Hughes (48).
e T ga T ST powerhouse around quarterback Otto Graham. Names

: Ll o - ra . x . . .
' ?'- %' - P & ;t .. like Gillom, Groza, Lavelli, Renfro and Ford were soon
" :{"‘ s> 3 e synonymous with pro football greatness. Today, Brown

- i
1 6
\"“

still hopes to send out winning clubs - to reach his goal
of creating a grid dynasty. He refuses to support, or
even consider, the theory that Cleveland's continued
supremacy is harmful to pro football. "Winning is not
an evil thing," says Brown. "Winning fairly is an
admirable accomplishment no matter what the field of
endeavor. I am a football teacher. If we win before
10,000 fans, that's swell. If we lost before 80,000, that's
awful." Well, the Browns are still winning and Sunday
they'll put their 3-1 record against an identical Packers
mark at Cleveland Municipal Stadium. To celebrate the
Browns' 10th year in professional football, Cleveland
Mayor Anthony Celebrezze has urged Ohio citizens to
give their undivided support and encouragement to the
_ Browns on their day. So the perennial champion meets
Ten for Tobin—Tobin Rote rolls for ten yards on first quarter option play. He a.nd an l"lp and coming chall§nger, one which has had
| is about to be dropped by Ed Hughes, Los Angeles defensive halfback. Burly Pack-  six glorious years of world titles - but no resemblance
er at right is tackle Tom Dahms. . . .
: — of a winner for 10 years until this season. The Browns
are still the Otto Graham-triggered winners. In his ninth season with Cleveland, Graham has directed the high-geared Brown
offensive that has led the team to 107 wins, 19 losses and three ties. It was Graham who raised havoc with the Lions in the
championship game last December as the Browns won with ridiculous ease, 56-10. It was Graham hitting nine of 16
receivers last Sunday for 138 yards to give the Browns a 24-14 win over the Redskins. And along with Graham, there were
the oldtimers, Horace Gillom, Lou Groza, Dante Lavelli, Ray Renfro and Lenny Ford, still doing the job of champions.
Coach Brown has injected new life with the acquisitions of Ed (Big Mo) Modzelewski, taking over as regular fullback.
Modzelewski powered for 58 yards in 13 carries against Washington. He's a neat replacement for Marion Motley. The
Packers have never beaten a Brown team. In their only league contest, Cleveland whipped Green Bay, 27-0, in the first pro
game ever played in Milwaukee County Stadium in 1953. Scores of the Packers' exhibition losses to the Browns are: 38-7
in '50,21-14 in '52, 21-13 in '53, 14-13 in '54 and 13-7 in '55. It all points that the Browns strictly mean business when they
play for keeps. Green Bay never quite turned the trick in exhibition play, and all but one games were down to the wire
finishes. When it was a league situation it was simple mayhem. The Packers, indeed, have an old score to settle. And
Sunday's showdown between two divisional leaders couldn't be a more opportune time.
PACKERS FEAR GRAHAM - BROWNS HAVE PASSING AS WELL AS DEFENSE
OCT 20 (Milwaukee Journal) - After looking over the scouting reports, Lisle Blackbourn was talking about the Cleveland
Browns, NFL champions, whom his Green Bay Packers meet at Cleveland Sunday. "Graham is back," he said. "He's the
one who makes them so good on offense. They always had the defense. On a pass play you put a good rush on Otto and
he'll roll out. Then he and Brewster, Lavelli and Renfro (Cleveland receivers) will improvise among themselves. They're all




old heads at this and they get more long passes,
because they think and act quickly and together."
Then Blackbourn talked about Cleveland's
defense. "That line," he said, "it's awfully big. Gain
at middle guard, Colo and Kissell at tackles, Ford
and Massey at ends, they make things tough for |
anybody. Michaels is a great linebacker. Their |
deep men, Lahr, Konz, Paul, they're all old heads,
too. You don't fool 'em very often." How do the |
Browns compare with Green Bay's earlier
opponents like, say, the Los Angeles Rams? Here
are a few thoughts on the subject, arrived at from
conversations and reports: Quarterback: Graham,
unretired, having a great year. Leads league in
percentage of completions, yards gained per pass.
The Rams' Van Brocklin had unusually bad day
against Packers. Could have been Green Bay
defense which has, for the most part, made Layne,
Blanda, Brown, Williams, Shaw look bad, too. Not plpt TR

much to choose between second  stringers Free as the ‘Breeze’—Packers’ Breezy Reid (24) sees'“daylight” in this first
Ratterman of Browns and Wade of Rams. Every = quarter action and rambles 20 yards for first down on scoring drive. Would-be
team would like to have such reserves. Rest of tackler, whose straining arms fell short, was not identified.

backfield: Browns much deeper, bigger. Paul Brown using two fullbacks at a time. Big Mo Modzelewski and Curly
Morrison. Rams didn't have any because of injuries to Towler and Younger. Where Rams had to rely on "little" fellows like
Waller and McCormicj, Browns also have Bassett, first string fullback last year, and haltbacks like Renfro, old Dub Jones
and rookie Bob Smith of Nebraska. Big edge to Browns here. Receivers: Excellent for both teams. Defense: Rams lead
league with 16 interceptions (five against Packers), Browns have stolen only five passes, but have permitted only 424 yards
in air (best in league) and 38.2 percent completions, second only to Packers' 37.2. Browns also are stingy on ground, giving
up 336 yards, second to Pittsburgh's 290, compared with 525 for Rams and 551 for Packers. Four opponents have gained
only 760 yards on Cleveland, all told (Pittsburgh defense only other one under 1,000 yards with 870). Field goal kicking:
Here the Packers will have no such an edge as they did over Rams when Cone made three out of three including winner and
Rams missed three out of three (Richter flubbed two and Fears dug divot on other). Lou (The Toe) Groza showed he was
back in form with 41 yard field goal against Washington last Sunday. Age: Browns are aging (Graham, Gatski, Lavelli and
Groza are in 10th seasons, Gillom in ninth, Jones and James in eighth and Lahr in seventh. All have been around longer
than any Packer). But they are by no means decrepit. They've won three straight games as Rams had last week, and among
the victims was western division favorite San Francisco, 38-3.

Billy Won't Forget
Rib Pads!

BILLY WON'T FORGET RIB PADS!

OCT 21 (Green Bay) - Billy Howton hasn’t forgotten what happened in Cleveland’s Municipal Stadium on Sept. 19, 1953. “Yeah,
I remember,” Howton said the other day, “and how well; that knocked me low for almost half of the season." The Packers and
Browns were playing a non-league game that Saturday night in ’53 and somewhere along the line Billy received a couple of
fractured ribs. The injury kept him out of four league games, including the opener against the same Browns eight days after the
“accident”. Nobody ever accused the Browns of being the “big bad Browns” but the railbirds two years ago were hard to convince
otherwise — especially in view of the fact that the Browns had drawn the Packers for their first league game. What’s more, Howton
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NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE
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GREEN BAY 31 0.7
Los Angeles 11 0.9%
Kaltimore 31 0.7%
San Francisco z 2 0.5
Chicagoe Bears 1 1 0 .28
Detrait o 4 8 N0

(Eastern Division)
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Pittshurgh 311 0.9%
Cleveland 11 0.9
Chi. Cardinals 2 2 050
Washington 22 0 .30
Philadelphia 1 3 0 2%
New York 1 1 025

Sunday's Games

Bears at San Francisco

Detroit at Los Angeles

Philadelphia at Cardinals

Pittshurgh at New York

Washington at Blltl?ou
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GREEN BAY at CLEVELAND (1:94,
WIPG)

GREEN BAY CLEVELAND
[Knafele 5 , Brewster
Srafaryn LT Grora
Skibinski LG Gibron

Ringo . C Gatski

Rrown oo RG Bradiey
Nahms RT MeCormick
Howton RE Lavelli
Rove un Graham

Reid LH Renfro,
Switrer Bl Morrison
Ferguson FR Modzelewski

had caught 52 passes for 1,231 yards and 13

|Packer-Brown Comparison:
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Helluin came to the Packers in exchange for a
fourth draft choice before the *54 season. Skibinski joined the Pack last August in a
trade for tackle Art Hunter that also brought Bill Lucky, who is the Bays’ No. 1 tackle
replacement... The Packers will leave Austin Straubel field in a chartered Capital
Airliner at 9 o’clock Saturday morning. They’ll drill in Municipal Stadium at 2 o’clock
Saturday afternoon and relax at the Hotel Cleveland. The team will fly out of Cleveland
about 9 o’clock Sunday night (Green Bay time) and arrive here around 11. The late
return time is due to a shortage of charter equipment...Coach Liz Blackbourn shortened
Packer practice yesterday — to beat the darkness and give the players more time to heal.
Last two players off the training tables yesterday were fullback Howie Ferguson and
Helluin, both nursing injured knees. Jerry expects to be fit as a fiddle but Ferguson’s
case is still touch and go. He showed some improvement yesterday, feeling less pain
under strain. The Browns also have an “if” injury — halfback Ray Renfro, who suffered
a leg injury in last Sunday’s victory over Washington. If Renfro is floored, Dub Jones
will fill his shoes, pairing with halfback Fred Morrison. Declared out of action earlier
was defensive halfback Tommy James, who will be lost for two games. His chores will
be handled by John Pettibon. The Packers took a final look at their offense today and
also touched briefly on defense against Otto Graham’s sure strikes...Graham, backbone
of the Browns’ offense for 10 years, has pitched himself past the all-time passing record
of the Washington Redskins’ great Sammy Baugh. Graham has gained 22,394 yards in
1,401 complete passes while “slinging” Sammy set the old mark of 22,085 yards with
1,709 completions. While Graham set his record during his 10th season, Baugh took 16
years to make up his. Officially, Baugh is still the top passer in the NFL record books.

The Cleveland quarterback’s record in the now defunct All-America Conference does not count towards his lifetime rating, in the
eyes of the NFL...Incidentally, Graham and the Packers’ Rote are among the first four quarterback ground gainers in the league.
George Shaw of Baltimore is tops with 117 yards in 19 carries for an average of 6.2. Rote is second with 94 in 21 for 4.5. Lamar
McHan of the Cardinals is third with 20 for 88 and 4.4 while Graham ran 24 times (the most carries) for 79 yards and an average
of 3.3. Graham, they say, is running more this year than he ever did. He averaged six trips in his four games.



BROWNS 7-PT. CHOICE SUITS PACKERS FINE
OCT 21 (Milwaukee Sentinel) - "The Packers think they
can win in their division and that's making them tougher.
We aren't planning on losing, either, so something has to
give in this one." That was the capsule quote from Coach
Paul Brown Thursday, priming his Browns for Sunday's
showdown with the classy Packers at Cleveland. Both
clubs are sporting 3-1 records, but the oddsmakers have
made the Browns a seven point favorite. At Green Bay,
Coach Liz Blackbourn was apparently unconcerned by the
point spread as he sharpened his offensive unit. In
underdog roles, the Packers have won every game. They
were slight favorites in the Colt contest and lost. Fullback
Howie Ferguson was still bothered with a wrenched knee,
suffered in the Ram game. He did some running in drills
Thursday but left early for treatment. It is still doubtful
whether Howie will see any action against the Browns.
Another training room patient was quarterback Tobin Rote,
bothered with a heavy head cold. Rote seemed to be
responding to Trainer Bud Jorgenson's treatment and
should be in shape by Sunday. Halfback Breezy Reid has
been running at Ferguson's spot this week, along with
veteran fullback Fred Cone. However, it was quite possible | &
Blackbourn will use the spread formation against the | =
Browns if the Packer running game goes haywire. As in the
spread used against Los Angeles, Rote goes behind the
center as in the T-formation, but then the backfield shifts
into a spread. It will be homecoming for Packer line coach
Lou Rymkus in Cleveland Sunday. Rymkus was one of the
all-time great tackles of professional football, playing on
six Cleveland championship teams. He was named All-Pro
tackle for four of those six years. His last game in Memorial
Stadium was in 1951 when the Browns defeated the
Cardinals, 49-28. The Packers' stout defense has given up
only six touchdowns in four games - three others can be charged to the offensive platoon. So watch those miscues! Two fumbles
recovered for touchdowns and an intercepted pass for a TD - were results of the offensive bobbles. And from a Cleveland scribbler:
"The punch those Green Bay Packers pack", says grave Professor Paul, "Will knock us off the winning track unless we're on that
ball."

PACKER TEST TITLE 'STRENGTH' AGAINST CLEVELAND

OCT 22 (Cleveland-Green Bay Press-Gazette) - How strong are the Packers? You and the Packers, themselves, should have a
pretty fair answer to that puzzler about 3:30 Sunday afternoon. At that time, the Packers and world champion Cleveland Browns
will have finished their fifth NFL game of the season. One will sport a 4-1 record, the other 3-2, barring a tie. The Packers are
confident of beating the methodical killers of Paul Brown. In fact, after losing to Baltimore two weeks ago, the Green Bays figured
they could go all the way. They advanced toward that direction by whipping Los Angeles last Sunday. The experts aren’t feeling
kindly toward the Packers’ ambitions. They have installed the Browns a seven-point favorite, but the Bays don’t mind because
they were underdogs in each of their three victories and a favorite in the one game they lost. If the weather is right, more than
40,000 will watch the collision in giant Municipal Stadium on the lakefront. And good weather — with no rain — is predicted for
the Browns Anniversary Day spectacle. The Browns are certain to give the Packers their first real all-around tough test. The Bays
ran into mediocre quarterbacking and passing in beating Detroit and the Chicago Bears; they out-played Baltimore but couldn’t
score; and they hammered Los Angeles around before getting careless. The Browns won’t offer Green Bay any weaknesses. Their
defense is consistently the best in the business — rarely, if ever, committing a seven-point error. Their offense is operated by
machine-like Otto Graham who, in turn, is operated by the coaches who send in every play via guard messengers. The Packers
face the reality of playing a perfect game if they expect to win. It would be suicide to give the Browns any gift touchdowns and
the Packers can’t expect anything of the kind from Cleveland. And speaking of gifts, the Packers should be about finished giving
for the season. Of the nine TDs scored against Green Bay, three were scored off the Bay offense and three others were set by
offensive errors. Packer Coach Liz Blackbourn feels that “our chances rest mainly in how much their defense hurts us.”
Blackbourn recognizes the strength of Cleveland’s defense and feels that it must be penetrated if the Bays are to win. He’s not
overlooking Cleveland’s balanced offense, other than to note that the Browns’ scoring is lower than it has been in previous years.
Cleveland’s highest total was 38 — against San Francisco (not a defensive powerhouse), and in the other three games the Browns

PACKER TD—Gary Knafelc of Packers scores, taking 16-yard pass. Ram defenders
are Don Burroughs (on ground), Jack Ellena (60) and Jim Cason (41), il



counted 17, 21 and 24. The Packers’ chances of scoring
could be seriously handicapped if fullback Howie
Ferguson is below par. The league’s No. 2 ground gainer
suffered a knee injury last Sunday and improved rather
slowly this week. The availability of Fergie won’t be
known until game time. If he’s lost, the Bays’ chances of
grinding out first downs will be hurt. Ready to fill his place
will be fullback Fred Cone and halfback Breezy Reid who
worked at FB most of the game. The Packers suffered their
first wave of injuries in the Ram game. Fourteen of them | SSSSSEES
reported for treatment last Monday, but all expect & @&
Ferguson are healed. Among the hurtees were tackle Jerry
Helluin and guard Joe Skibinski, who will be playing
against their ex-teammates. Helluin played for the Browns
in the only other league game between the two clubs, a 27-
0 battle won by Cleveland in Milwaukee in ’53. The
Packers’ Tobin Rote will be a marked man Sunday and
more than likely the Browns expect the veteran Bay
quarterback to do a lot of pitching — especially to Billy

Howton and Gary Knafelc, who scored 10 of the Packers’

13 touchdowns and caught 39 of Rote’s 67 completions. OFFENSE

Rote has been bothered all week with a nasty head cold, Lt 8% Ste ¢ O T .
almost blinding him Tuesday. He could be weakened some M:"m ?:u 2:“ ":f 5“::7 ':;t uv::u
— not a happy circumstance in view of the fact that he w P .

hopes to lug the pigskin at times. The Packer defense has ‘E';:Ro ¥ "ﬂgﬂf
drawn a bead on the peerless Graham — considered by "' o

Brown as the best all-around quarterback in football. How e

much he throws will depend on what success the Browns’ DEFENSE

Fred Morrison, Ed Modzelewski, Dub Jones and Ray - S Gl Re.
Renfro have been with their running. Graham also has m:“:” wous n’m‘m 5’;? ‘;0 “;“‘M ‘:’
been doing considerable galloping. The Browns will throw , >

two of the finest lines in their history at the Bays. The Ak B B P

Packer offensive and defensive lines thus will get their O o T’m -

first big test. The Packers worked out in the big stadium

this afternoon. They are headquartering at the Hotel
Cleveland — in walking distance from the stadium. The
Bays are due to land at Austin Straubel Field in their
chartered Capital Airliner about 11 o’clock Sunday night.

Browns!—Fred Morrison, top left, the onetime
Chicago Bear fullback, will be at halfback when the
Browns and Packers collide in Cleveland Sunday.
The next Brown is center Frank Gatski who will be
playing his 100th full game as a Brown Sunday. The
33-year-old pivot has been with the Browns since they

were organized in '46. Listening to the game on
WJIPG? The offensive and defensive lineups above
will help vou “picture” the game. If Ray Renfro is
hurt, Dub Jones will start,

ELECTRONIC EYES AND FOOTBALL

OCT 22 (Green Bay) — Packer fans were highly elated by
Fred Cone’s last-minute field goal which won the game
from the Los Angeles Rams at Milwaukee recently. At the height of their victory celebration, the Green Bay fans probably failed
to notice that the Rams and their fans were deeply saddened by the loss. Now, however, with victory secure, it is possible for
Green Bay folks to understand the depression of the Ram fans for Green Bay has often been in the position of losing an important
game in the last few seconds. One such occasion came Nov. 28, 1935, when the Packers’ Tar Schwammel attempted a field goal
in the closing minutes of a contest with the Chicago Cardinals. The officials called the kick “no good”. The call was the difference
between winning and losing the game, and it also ended the Packers’ hopes for a championship. The gloom that settled over the
team and their fans followed them to Green Bay and lingered on here for many days. Photographs showed the ball in the air,
looking very much as if it had traveled directly between the uprights. The fans believed they had lost to the officials, but nothing
came of it. Now Sid Gillman, coach of the Rams, suggests that an electronic eye might be used to make the decision on all field
goals. He is not disputing the Milwaukee ruling, but suggests that some kicks are hard to call. He is right. If electronic eyes can
be placed on the goal posts with a reasonable amount of equipment, they should be used. A decision by such equipment would be
beyond dispute and thus would be much better for all concerned than the uncertainty, and the bitter, gnawing notion that it might
have been called the other way.

PRO BOWL TILT SET JAN. 15

OCT 22 (Los Angeles) - The sixth annual All Pro Bowl football game, featuring 60 selected players from the NFL, will be staged
in Memorial Coliseum Jan. 15, Managing Director Paul J. Schissler announced today. Thirty players are chosen from each
conference for the postseason classic, and thanks to a spectacular come-from-behind performance in last year’s game, the Western
Division holds a 3-2 lead in the series.
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PACKERS' ROTE DUELS GRAHAM IN
SHOWDOWN

OCT 22 (Milwaukee Sentinel) - Paul Brown, probably the
most successful coach in football, has been quoted in a
national magazine as saying that the Packers' Tobin Rote
"can do more different things well than any other pro
quarterback." At the same time, Brown calls his own Otto
Graham the "finest passer I've ever seen a quarterback like
Graham can be the difference between winning the
championship and finishing in the second division." So
attention will be on the quarterback Sunday when Green
Bay's up and coming Packers battle the defending world
champion Browns in Cleveland's Municipal Stadium. NFL
statistics show that Graham, who came out retirement for
his 10th season, is the loop's best passer. Peerless Otto has
completed 35 of 57 passes for 531 yards - a 9.32 average.
That's completing 61.4 percent of the time. Rote is ranked
10th at the moment. However, Tob has thrown more passes
(136), completed more (67) for more yards (797) and more
TDs (7) than anyone else in the league. Passing ratings are
based on the average gain per pass attempted. Rote has a
5.86 average. Brown also credits Rote with "setting a new
style for T quarterbacks" - running with the ball. The record
shows that Rote has not carried the ball as much this season
as he did last year. However, Tob has run on two crucial
occasions this fall to set up the winning points. Against the
Lions in Green Bay, Rote ran for 28 yards in the closing
seconds to set the stage for his game-winning touchdown
pass to Gary Knafelc. And against the Rams last Sunday,
rovin' Tobin ran 11 yards to the Los Angeles 19 - putting
the ball in position for Fred Cone's winning field goal.
League statistics also reveal old Otto has been somewhat of
a runner, too. In fact, he's the fourth best in the league with
a 3.3 average gain. Graham has carried the ball 24 times for
79 yards - and he's scored two touchdowns carrying the ball.
Rote, second only to rookie George Shaw of Baltimore, has
a 4.5 yard average, the result of 94 yards on 21 carries. Tobin
has scored one touchdown, a one yard plunge against the
Bears. Who's going to fool whom Sunday? It's a great life
when you gamble and win and a miserable existence when
you lose. But that's how it goes in pro football.
PACKERS, BROWNS DUEL

OCT 22 (Cleveland) - Either the Packers are a serious title
contender or the Browns are still the champions of old. More
than 55,000 who see Sunday's showdown between once
beaten Green bay and once beaten Cleveland in Municipal
Stadium will know the answer. The Packers go into the
game in a three-way tie with Los Angeles and Baltimore for
the Western Division lead. The Browns are co-leaders in the
Eastern Division with Pittsburgh. Kickoff is 1:05,
Milwaukee time. Cleveland started slowly this season,
winning but one exhibition game and losing its first league
start against Washington. But since then, the Browns have
bumped off the 49ers, Eagles and gained revenge against the
Redskins. It was a similar start last season when the Browns
lost two of their first three game, including a humiliating 55-
27 beating by the Steelers. They came back to win eight of
their last nine games and capture the Eastern Division title,
then topped off the season by walloping the Lions in the



league playoff, 56-10. Otto Graham is back, and that seems to make the Browns a title contender. The 10-year veteran passer has
lost none of the touch which has made Cleveland champions in nine straight campaigns. Otto is still the best in the business, being
top ranked among the pro passers. Green Bay's rising Packers, the surprise of the league with their comeback wins over the Lions
and Rams and mastery over the Bears, have been winging along on Tobin Rote's passing, Howie Ferguson's running and the best
pass defense in the league. A thin club, yes, but one which has adopted a winning frame of mind, making it tougher on the
opposition every game. The Packers have never beaten a Paul Brown-coached team, but figure they have the best chance ever
Sunday. To do it they must throw their topnotch pass defense against Graham, and they must have Rote hitting at his very best.
Ferguson's running could be the question mark. Coach Liz Blackbourn revealed that it would not be until game time whether the
bruising fullback would play. Hampered by a wrenched knee sustained in the Ram game, Ferguson has been hobbling all week.
If Howie can't cut it, Blackbourn will counter by moving halfback Breezy Reid to fullback. And it is very possible Rote will
operate from a spread formation if the running game can't progress against the big Brown line. Blackbourn is high on this Packer
team but labels injuries as the killer. "We're a thin club but a good one. Injuries would kill us."

ARE PACKERS TEAM OF DESTINY?
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have never beaten the Browns. In each of the last five years, |Girara, e 11 10 % fnt fou LA
they met in preseason exhibition games and the scores, all 5.",‘:;’&"'“'_ B S 3 - Leroeptioe ;:' et g
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Tobin Rote, Packer quarterback. Brown himself calls almost

all of Cleveland's plays with shuttling guards. Blackbourn leaves Rote pretty much on his own on the field. Graham and his
henchmen and Rote and his will be running into two of the league's finest defenses and it is with the defense that this game will
probably be won or lost. Green Bay's chances for an upset are not enhanced by the condition of Howie Ferguson, fullback.
Blackbourn said Saturday, upon arriving here, that Ferguson's knee, wrenched in the Los Angeles game at Milwaukee last Sunday,
were still sore. If Ferguson cannot play, Breezy Reid will play fullback and Veryl Switzer left halfback. The Packers arrived by
plane Saturday noon and worked out briefly at Cleveland stadium in the afternoon. The Browns and Packers last met in an
exhibition game at Akron, Ohio, two months ago. The Browns won, 13-7, for their only triumph in six preseason games. The
Packers, however, flubbed a chance to win when they reached the Cleveland four yard line in the last minute and failed to score.
Not much in the way of solid comparisons can be derived from that game. The Browns rarely do well in exhibitions, as Brown
experiments and generally gets them ready for the games that count. Blackbourn's Packers in that game hardly resembled the
Packers of today. With so many new men, rookies and players obtained in trades, the team had not yet jelled.



RAMS FAVORED TO TAKE OVER LEAD ALL ALONE

OCT 23 (Milwaukee Journal) - The way the handicappers see it, the Los Angeles Rams will be all alone in first place in the NFL's
western division after Sunday's games. The Rams rule seven point favorites to beat Detroit's Lions at Los Angeles. The Packers
and Baltimore, both tied with the Rams for the lead, both are rated underdogs, Green Bay by seven points at Cleveland and the
injured Colts by seven against the Washington Redskins at Baltimore. In the western division's other game, San Francisco is the
choice by three points over the Chicago Bears at San Francisco. At New York, the New York Giants, although residing in the
basement, are favored by three points to knock the Pittsburgh Steelers out of a share of first place in the eastern division. The
Philadelphia Eagles, despite their last place standing in a tie with the Giants, rule six point favorites to beat the Chicago Cardinals
at Chicago.
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THE PROS ARE UPSIDE DOWN
AND SCRAMBLED

The Baltimore Colts and other underprivileged teams have been turning the

by ALFRED WRIGHT

foothall menu topsy-turvy though Chicago’s Bears have started to right things

HAT IN THE WORLD has happened
to professional football? So far,

1955 must go down as the yvear in which
thizs game has perversely refused to
conflorm 1o reason, Those seemingly
ggeless Cleveland Browns, to be sure,
continue tostomp through their sched-
ule with almost monotonous success,
but the rest of the league’s elite
names —the Decroit Lions, the t'hi:'nk‘-u
Bears, the San Franeigseo 49ers and the
Philadelphia Eaglea—are feeding on a
diet of humble pie, Strange names like
the Baltimore Colts and the Pittaburgh
Steelers and Lhe long-quiescentl Green
Bay Packers appear at the head of the
standings in the league's two six-team
with the season
third gone this alignment begins to
look asz il it had some sepse and reazon
hehind it.

Last week, for instance, with al] the
teams playing their fourth game, it was
a=zpmed that PrESEAROE ||rmli-:r nns
would begin to materialize and the
favorites would atart to make up for
their sarly lapses. Philadelphia, which
wits supposed to end Cleveland's un-
interrupted domination of the Eastern
Nivigion, had FPittshurgh at hand, and
this was the time to being the Steel-
ers down to earth. But Pittsburgh’s
fine quarterback, Jim Finks, continued
to throw winning passes, and Lynn
Chandnois, their haliboack, continued
to look like the All-Ameriea halfback
he had been at Michigan State a few
Vears back. I’i:lrkhliﬂch took that one
13-7 to remain in first place with a
record of 3=1, while the I‘:aglvﬁ sank to
the cellar,

Derroit, looking lor its first victory,
was far (rom unhappy at the prospect
of emtertaining San Franciscoat Briggs
Stadium. The 4%ers, despite their su-
peclative backfield of Hugh McElhen-

divizions, amd 1=

DCTOBER 24, 1965

ny, Joe Perry and John Henry John-
son, were showing signs of total cols
lapse, and the home town fans were
sending the team to the showers with
mare hoos than cheers. Detroit, on the
other hand, was practically the same
team that had won threestraight West-
ern Dhivision championships. Yet the
49¢rs pulled that one out 27-24 with a
last-minute touchdown, and the Lions
remained a lonely last in their division,

Sloshing through lakes and mud at
the Pole Grounds, New York finally
won their first game but hardly logked
like the team that a certain amount of
wige money had picked as the 1955
sleeper. They were up against the Chi-
cago Cardinals, another of the year's
surprize underdogs, but the Cardinals
fast backs, Ollie Matson and Dave
Mann, need firm footing and they did
not have it in the stormy Bast. So the
Giants bumped the Cardinals out of
their first-place tie by a score of 10-0,
hut it was a game that looked more like
water polo than foothall.

Up in Milwaukes, Green Bay had

COLT COACH WELE CWHRANK CHIDES OFFICIALS AFTER THE BCARS COMPLETE SIDELINE PASS

the unbeaten Los Angeles Rams as
puests, This game would surely dems
onatrate whether the Packers' passing,
whiech is already breaking recorda set in
the palmy days of the fabulous Don
Hutson, would contlinue to stand up
against the wise old pros of the league,
It did, although it took a 26-vard field
goal in the cloging seconds by Fullback
Fred Cone to supply the iwo-point
margin, 30-28, and hoist the Packers
into a first-place tie with the Rams in
the Western I¥ivigion.

In Washington, D.C. the Cleveland
Browns provided some comforting con-
gistepey in the midst of this bedlam as
they ground ouwl another of those ap-
parently inevitable victories that leave
you wondering whether anyone will
ever relieve them of the Eastern Divi-
sion title they have had sinee they first
joined the league in 1950, The score of
24-14 was far from hamiliating for this
rejuvenated ‘l.‘n'n_al-ui::-;:mn team, and it
geems fairly certain that the Redskins,
with a 2-2 record, will continue to keep

conl inned on awexl page



THE PROS ARE UPSIDE DOWMN
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the league in the kind of turmoil it has
enjoyed for the last month.,

But of all these teams, the Baltimore
Colts were providing the largest supply
of amazement. Here were the undig-
puted orphans of pro foothall's stormy
days, a team that had drifted vaguely
from city lo eity looking for a hoeme
ani finally found it in Baltimore in
1953 when the citizens promized tosub-
soribe to 15,000 aeazon tickets, With
them enme a kind of rag, tag and bob-
lail ul' u;_-;i.ug :-ql.h!l'h".-; I':'N“u-n!l_r -
dering whether payday was just a mi-
rage. By all the laws of football genet-
ies it was bound to take the Colts’ gen-
erous new owners a half dozen vears to
breed and raise a winner in the violent
competition of the National Fooiball
League. Even the most promising col-
lege All-America requires a year or two
of proper segsoning among wise vet-
erans aefore he captures the ways of a
pro, and there are only a couple of
dozen of
league's 12 teams each year.

Starting the 1955 season the Colts
had a thin front line of roskies who had
heen among the choicest prizes of the
winter draft. There was Alan {The

those to be shared by the

AROUND THE LEAGUE IT WAS ROUGH AND WET.

Horse] Ameche, a compact, 217-pounsd
fullback who had hien la rp:v]_-.' n-s]]uh.:ti-
ble for taking Wisconsin to the 1953
Rose Bowl, There was George Shaw,
whose extraordinary passing had made
an otherwize ordinary Oregon team
into a national ecelebrity of zorts. There
was Dick Szymanski, 230 pounds of
Notre Dame beef and brawn who could
take care of the inconspicuous but tre-
:|111~I|||u|J:d}' ih'll:ll:rHH.h'l j!!ll:l of offensive
renter,

PEMNMANT SCENT

These and nine other rookies, a dis-
proportionately high number for any
pro team, were the ll'l.'l.jlrr aszqets with
which the Colts hoped—but not too
strongly —to elimb a rung or two out
of the Western Division cellar this
year., With only four of the old orphan
Colts still on the payroll, the team had
vaouth and the ambition that goes with
it, but only the fuzziest optimists ex-
pected any miracles. The championship
was =till several yvears away.

But was 1it7 Un the first Sunday of
the season George Halas” huge and rug-
ged Bears from Chicago appeared at
Memorial Stadivm, and while 26,000

patient Baltimoreans sat in the stands
waiting for the inevitable, the frisky
VOUng Colts ran up a lend of 17 ]_uﬁ:nlg
and held on to most of it throughout
the game. The next Saturday they were
vigited by Detroit, and the Lions were
gent tumbling 28-13. The third week
they were off to Milwaukes, where they
provided the same medicine for unbent-
en Green Bay, Now it was 3 up and 3
down, and thescent of aleague pennant
began to drift through Baltimore.
Last weekend it was the Bears again
hu'l IF|".:¥. 1|:r:s.L' (111 I|11~|:r i:.-e:-ul.e
prounds st Wrigley Field, The 34 ath-
letes who set off for Chicago in a char-
tered plane on 3aturday morning were
almost sure they had something of a
mirgcle in the making. Almoat. Weeh
Ewbank, a short and jolly fellow off
the football field who seems to grow
big and angry when a game begins, had
coached his bovs—among other things
—never to underestimate the power of
the Bears, Besides, the plavers had only
it look around the 1||:l1'|l' Lin 2ee Lwa
sobering reminders. Gino Marchetti,
the 245-pound defensive end, had his
left arm in a sling, the result of 4 showl-
der dizsloration, and Middle Guard Joe
Campanella was nursing a painfully
bruised knee. Neither would play, thus
depriving the Colts of 404, of what is
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AT HNEW vorkK, Giant Fullback Bob-
by Epps navigates five-yard gain against
the Chicago Cards, helping to bring his

AT DETROIT, Lion End Dorne Diblle = upended as he grabe for incomplete second-period
pass from Harry Gilmer., Standing by o pounce on Dribkle is 4%er Linebacker Handy Erown,
Last=minute Sun Frarcizro touchdown brought champion Lions their fourth wiraipht loss,
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probably the strongest defensive line
in foothall today.

By Sunday morning the heady vi-
sions of league pennants had given way
ing prospects of the violent
noon ahead. The gags and even
the ronversation wWere now scance as
the men stared thoughtfully out the

bus windows at Lake Michigan on their
way to Wrigley Field. In the dressing
room it was quiet as Lthese huge men
gat on folding chairzs in front of their
lockers and slowly, almost reluctantly
1 seemed, took off one ]|i1-|1~ o ¢lot hill.;.;
after another and painstakingly worked
their way inte the intricate armor
demanded by modern football. Dick
Chorovich, the 260-pound tackle, told
the man at the next locker what the
tension was doing to him, “As soon as
I finished that steak this morning,'
he said, "I went right upstairs to my
rooin and lost it all.”

SOME EARLY DOUBTS

There was no pep talk by Coach
Ewbank, no histrionies. Just a last-
minute summary on the blackbhoard to
refreah all minds on the afternoon's
BLRAteEy.
|.|.""'IL g -::-I'T'J-n-.'e* were ;|h"1'iLEI'|i'l|., :4||II 1 hl_','i

The first three plavs to be

On his way to the field Weel Ew-
bank wondered aloud. *The boys have
been high for three weeks,™ he zaid to
o sne in et icilar. I don't know how
long it can last, Those Bears are always
tough, but here in Chicago they're
toughest.™

Ewbank's early doubts were soon
justified. By the end of the first quarter
afteran 1*3..|"|'|:Lr||31= of field g-::l;]lh' W vied
thie seore at 3, it was apparent that
the Colts were not the team that had
been pushing their elders around the
feld for three weeks, The supercharged
Bear line, hungry for its first league
vietory, was giving George Shaw VETY
little time for his passes, and only his
feline speed and agility was saving him
from serious trouble. The blocking for
Ameche was geldom erisp, but his im-
mense renning power was able to hold
up his average of nearly five yards a try
againat the swarming Hears.

(ki the other hand, the Bears, larger
ﬂl:.d f::r FaEe |:r||i.-.'|"||. ri|..'§r| 1h4' mien imrn
Baltimoere, wore as uncompromising as
the Colts were ragped, In the second
fquarter they opened a hole in the Colt
for Hookie Hick Casares, who
sguirted into the open and went 81
vards for a touchdown, A few minutes
later, when a Colt defender slipped and
fell, George Blanda's pass sailed easily

IETI."'

into the arms of Gene Schroeder, who
trotted a few unmolested vards to a
second touchdown, From then on 6t
seemed that nothing worked for the
Cuolts, everything for the Bears. [n one
epregious mental lapse Colt salety man
Bert Rechichar made a fair catch of
® Bear punt on hiz own Iun-_'.':l.r-:! e
instead of letting it go for a touchback
—the kind of thing & high school boy
would be ashamed of. It was that way
for the rest of the afternoon, and the
aeore was 313 before Baltimore crosseed
the Bear |.:|_m] line for its -::-r|]_l.' touch-
down of the day. As the thoroughly
beaten and depressed Colts dragged
themselves into their dreszing room, a
Bear rooter taunted Tackle Chorovich,
Big Dick said all there was to say:
“That's the way it goes. Some days
vou can't make a nickel."”

But the Colts are a young team, and
L]!li:_-.' believe in themaelves: and their
new and enthusiastic friends in Balti-
more believe in them. The gloom of
their long three-hour plane ride home
on Sunday night was suddenly broken
at the Baltimore airport. There to wel-
come them home were B0 fans who
didn't seem tocare what had happened
in Chicago. Their Colts were still tied
for first in this most unpredictable sea-
son in NFL history, EnE

cam its first leara . Tha yenr's
atorm fillad the Polo hr::-u|'|1 with m
deop, bopring down the speedy Chie
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rain-
kit by Cleveland Brown tackle

AT WASHINGTOM, Hullback Bert agers of the Redskins fumbles when he s
o s Brown victory held team in firsts |:| LeE L l.'|.|l||
!Jl.l.l.i]:-u:l'hil Redsbin Walt Houston (85) and Browns' Bob Gain (79)
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